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Assault  rifle,  gospel  prove  useful  for  missionary  to  Kurds 


WESTLAKE,  Texas  (ABP)  — 
Missionary  Robert  Anderson 
wears  ;ui  AK-47  assault  rifle -over.t 
his  shoulder.  That  might  attract 
attention  on  most  mission  fields, 
but  Anderson  does  it  to  blend  in 
among  the  Kurds  of  northern  Ir^. 

For  most  male  Kurds,  a  rifle  or 
other  weapon  is  standard  attire, 


Anderson  said.  The  Kurds  live  in  a 
“combat  zone,”  under  constant 
threat  from  Iraq’s  Saddam  Hus¬ 
sein,  Anderson  said. 

llie  Kurds,  numbering  an  esti¬ 
mated  20  million,  are  Uk  largest 
ethnic  group  in  the  worid  with  no 
country  of  their  own.  Kurdistan, 
their  rugged,  mountainous,  home¬ 


land,  spans  the  borders  of  five 
countries  —  Turkey,  Syria,  Iraq, 
Iran,  and  the  former  Soviet  repub¬ 
lic  of  Armenia  and  has  been  the 
prize  in  a  tug  of  war  among 
nations  that  dates  to  550  B.C;  The 
history  of  the  Kurds,  known  as  the 
Medes  in  the  Bible,  is  marred  by 
oppresMon,  most  recently  by  Hus¬ 
sein  after  Iraq  lost  the'  Gulf  War. 

In  this  har^  setting,  Robert  and 
Roni  Anderson  are  credited  with 
gaining  a  foothold  for  the  Christ¬ 
ian  gospel  in  a  predominantly  ■ 
Muslim  region. 

Robert  Anderson  first  visited 
Kurdistan  in  1992,  drilling  water 
wells  as  a  mission  volunteer  for  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board.  His  crew 
was  (^ing  next  to  an  orphanage, 
he  recalled.  “Actually,  it  was  a  for¬ 
mer  prison  where  orphans  of  pris¬ 
oners  had  taken  up  residence  in  the 
last  place  they  had  seen  their  par¬ 
ents  alive,”  ^  said.  “They  were 
eating  out  of  garbage  cans.” 

He  telephoned  his  wife  in  the 
U.S.  “He  said,  ‘There  are  so  many 
orphans  over  here  who  need  some 
love,’”  Roni  recalled.  “So  I  went 
over  on  the  next  plane.  We  were 
there  a  month  and  we  knew  that’s 
where  the  Lord  wants  us.”  «  * 

For  the  past  three  years,  the 
Arxlersons  have  been  working  as 
,  independent  missionaries  through 
’  their  own  relief  organization.  Con-  * 
cern  for  the  Kurds.  On  Feb.  15 
they  ^ere  among  12  people 
appointed  missionaries  by  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  FeHowsWp  in 
a  ceremony  in  Westlake,  Texas. 

Several  FMB  trustees, 
impressed  with  the  Andersons’ 
work,  encoifraged  the  FMB  to 
appoint  the  Andersons.  But  both 
Robert  and  Roni  have  been 
divorced,  which  automatically 
excludes  them  from  FMB 


appointment.  The  FMB  grooms 
its  own  missionaries  through  a 
lengthy  appointment  process,  and 
does  not  typically  take  on  estab¬ 
lished  missionaries  that  have 
made  their  own  way. 

“I  am  very  impressed  with 
Robert  and  Roni,”  said  Jerry 
Rankin,  who  met  with  the  Ander¬ 
sons  last  November.  “There’s  no 
question  God  has  called  them  to 
work  there....  I  don’t  think  there  is 
any  conflict  with  (FMB)  id-rate- 
gy,....  But  they  would  not  be  able 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board.” 

Kejth  Parks,  mission  coordina¬ 
tor  for  the  Fellowship,  acknowl¬ 
edges  the  Andersons  are  “a  bundle 
of  paradoxes,  but  our  (glc^al  mis¬ 
sions)  committee  was  just  enam¬ 
ored  with  them.  Our  position  is 
they  are  out  doing  something,  and 
we  want  to  help  them  do  more.” 
With  Fellowship  support.  Parks 
said,  the  cou|de  can  focus  on  their 
work  overseas  rather  than  spending 
up  to  a  third  of  the.ir  time  in  the 
Suues  raising  money. 

Parks  said  the  appointment  of 
the  Andjsrsons,  and 'several  other 
non-traditional  missionaries, 
demonstrates  the  versatility  of  the 
Fello^Vshi^’s  approach  to  global 
missions.  Most  of  the  12  are 
laypeople;  only  half  hdve  any  sem¬ 
inary  training.  Several^,^  are 
divorced.  Eleven  speak  a  seo6nid' 
langulEge.  All  12  are  .alre^ady 
involved  in  missions,  but  only  one 
couple  was  previously  appointed 
by  the  FMB. 

Other  CBF  missionaries 
appointed  in  the  Feb.  15  ceremony: 

—  Kelly  and  Susan  Mulheren 
of  Nashua,  N.H.,  taught  them¬ 
selves  Russian  while  working  as 
volunteers  with  Russian  Baptist 
immigrants  in  Maine,  New  Hamp¬ 


shire,  and  Massachusetts.  They 
will  coordinate  the  Fellowship’s 
mission  strategy  for  reaching  tlte 
Chechnyan  people  in  the  Caucasus 
region  of  Russia.  Kelly.  59,  is  fn>m 
Marlinton,  W.Va.  Susan,  38,  is 
from  Richmond. 

—  Kirk  and  Suzanne  Person 
have  been  assigned  to  work  with 
Wycliffe  Bible  Translators  to 
translate  scripture  into  the  lan¬ 
guages  of  the  Sino-Tibetan  people. 
The  coiqile  met  .and  miuried  while 
both  worked  in  a  college  in  Lam- 
pang,  Thailand.  Kirk.  27.  is  from 
Loveland,  Colo.  Suzanne,  26,  is 
pursuing  master’s  degrees  in  lin¬ 
guistics  and  missiology. 

—  Jay  and  Anita  Lynn  were 
commissioned  for  a  two-year 
assignment  teaching  English  as  a 
secoiKl  language  in  Litomerice,  the 
Czech  Republic.  Jay,  27,  is  from 
Richmond,  Va.  Anita,  25,  is  from 
Dover,  Del. 

—  Lonnie  and  Frances  Turner. 
FMB  missionaries  to  Zambia  for 
19  years,  were  appointed  to  work 
with  the  international  diplomatic 
and  business  community  in  Brus¬ 
sels,  Belgium.  Both  are  46  and 
from  Harlan,  Ky. 

—  'Mary  Buzhardt,  37,. will 
work  with  students  and  youths  in 
Albaqijj^  A  trequent  foreign  mis- 
sions*volunteer,  Buzhardt  has 
>  t>cen  mlnistbj^'of  education  at 
First, Church,  Walterboro,  S.C.. 
•  since  1986. 

— .J^lomie  Dcrani,  a  43-year-old 
Lebanese  native,  will  work  with 
Arab  immigrants  in  Dearborn. 
Mich.  She  currently  works  as  a 
volunteer  in  an  Arab-American 
Friendship  Center  there.  Deram, 
whose  mother  was  a  ceremonial 
Koran  reader  m  Lebanon,  was  led 
to  Christ  by  Messianic  Jews  in 
Colorado 


nside 


even  tor  seven 


It’f  going  to  be  hard  to  top  the  “Here’s  Hope.  Jesus  Cares 
for  You."  results  at  Providence  Church  in  Franklin,  Ky.: 
seven  converts  in  the  first  seven  days.  “Everything  we  do  is 
geared  toward  winning  somebody  to  Christ,”  said  pastor 
Steve  Curtis.  The  church  eschewed  “Here’s  Hope.”  com¬ 
mittment  cards  in  favor  of  action  geared  toward  the  com¬ 
munity’s  unchurched,  Curtis  explained.  Members  spon¬ 
sored  a  Super  Bowl  party  in  January.  On  “Telephone  Sun¬ 
day,”  members  call  at  least  five  people  to  share  their  faith. 
Sunday  School  teachers  are  redoubling  efforts  to  contact 
prospects.  Teen  church  members  arc  an  important  part  of 
the  campaign,  hosting  a  recent  lock-in  where  more  than 
half  of  the  teenagers  were  not  Christians.  Teen  pizza  par- 
lies  are  in  the  works,  too.  Curtis  said  the  church,  which 
averages  200  in  Bible  study  each  week,  plans  to  baptize  at 
least  20  people  during  the  “Here’s  Hope.”  campaign.  Not 
bad  for  a  church  that  averaged  42  people  in  Sunday  School 
just  a  few  years  ago. 


Rrst  Church.  McComb,  announces  that  members  will  help 
build  a  new  church  in  the  Sawhill  Road  area  of  Columbus. 
Ohio,  where  .^0,000  people  live  without  a  single  Southern 
Baptist  church  nearby. 


Southern  Baptist  Convention  second  vice-president  Charles 
King.  79.  a  West  Point  native  and  the  first  African-American 
to  serve  as  a  national  SBC  officer,  dies  after  suffering  a  stroke 
at  his  home  in  Frankfort,  Ky. 


'Mississippi  (Baptists  wiCC  uUBratt  50  years  of 
oiyanized  cBurcft  music  in  tfie  state  at  2  p.m.  on 
Saturday,  'March  25,  at  Morrison  Oieights 
Church  in  Chnton.  Turn  to  pa^e  5  for  details. 


The  U.S.  government  notifies  the  superintendant  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Orphanage,  W.G.  Mize  Sr.,  that  his  son,  W.G.  Jr.,  long 
thought  to  be  a  prisoner  of  war  somewhere  in  Germany,  has 
been  released  and  is  on  his  way  home. 


HH  SeRtAON  TOPAV  IS 
ON  C0PIN6  WITN 
tONSUN^SS/' 


Editor’s  Notfroor  -  Xj 

Is  the  front  porch  culture  gone? 


For  more  than  a  century  the 
social  and  family  life  of  Dixie  was 
built  around  the  front  p<Hch.  Rock¬ 
ing  chairs,  a  creaking  swing,  little 
tables  for  ice  tea,  even  an  old 
church  pew  comprised  the  decor 
that  spelled  fellowship.  There  was 
an  openness  about  the  front  porch. 
It  spoke  to  the  neigbboihot^  and 
said,  “Y’all  come  over;  we  are 
home  now.  We  are  available  to 
talk.  We  have  time  for  you.”  All 
windows  were  raised,  the  doors 
were  open,  and  the  dogs  were  run 
under  the  porch. 

My  grandfather  had  a  long 
■front  porch,  my  parents  bad  one, 
and  we  spent  a  lot  of  time  on  the 
porch  —  except  they  called  it  the 
“gallery”  then.  Peas  could  be 
shelled  there,  corn  shucked  — 
there,  we  could  wave  at  everyone 
who  passed  by.  “Y’all  get  out,  ’n 
set  a  spell”  was  beard  often.  In  the 
eariy  part  of  my  life  we  even  had  a 
water  bucket  and  the  “good”  dip¬ 
per  reserved  for-  the  front  porch. 

Today  the  front  porch  is  seldom 
seen.  Every  window  is  down  and 
locked,  the  doors  are  closed.  In 
most  cases,  husband  and  wife  are 


working.  In  the  afternoons,  and  on  and  television  conducted  the 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  everything  funeral.  Others  offer  “excesses  of 
is  dosed,  locked,  acid  usually  the  individualism”  as  the  culprit, 
carport  is  closed.  Another  blames  the  intrusion  of 

These  signs  also  send  a  mes-  capitalist  ethos  into  the  moral 
sage  to  the  community:  “We  are  lives  of  Americans,  creating  self- 
not  at  home  and  if  we  are  at  home,  interest  and  distrust.  The  “it^vid- 
don’t  bother  us.  If  you  have  noth-  ual,”  not  the  community,  becomes 
ing  to  do,  don’t  do  it  here.”  We  the  major  interest.  They  call  it  the 
hat^y  get  to  know  the  people  next  “me-first  morality”  and  it  is  large- 
door.  The  anonymity  of  ^  com-  ly  unaffected  by  religious  or 
munity  is  to  be  maintained.  Be  moral  teachings.  Permissiveness 
careful  when  you  walk  up.  Securi-  or  a  pseudo-freedom  is  the  hall- 
ty  alarms  can  be  tripped  and  flood  mark,  and  spedal  interest  possess- 
lights  are  geared  to  movement.  es  the  mind. 

U.S.  News  &  World  Report  We  are  not  apt  to  bring  back 
(March  6,  1995  issue)  calls  this  the  front  porch  culture  any  more 
phenomenon  “our  identity  crisis.”  than  we  are  going  to  use  a  “gourd 
These  are  reported  to  be  angry  dipper”  in  the  water  bucket.  We 
times  when  the  old  forms  of  public  can  begin  to  emphasize  the  quali- 
discourse  are  vanishing.  More-  ties  of  community  spirit.  We  share 
over,  people  are  troubled  by  the  the  planet  and  we  share  the  com- 
“mean-spiritedness”  of  modem  munity.  The  church  plays  a  vital 
debate  over  issues  that  center  on  role  in  this  emphasis.  The  teaching 
American  values.  Americans  sup-  of  Christ  can  mean  the  difference 
posedly  are  angi^y  brooding  about  in  our  society, 
the  value  conflicts  these  changes  Edwin  Markham  bad  the  idea: 
have  created.  It’s  difficult  to  shake  “He  drew  a  circle  that  shut  me  out; 
hands  with  a  clendied  fist.  _  heretic,  rebel,  a  thing  to  flout  But 

Is  the  front  porch  culture  dead?  love  and  I  had  the  wit  to  win.  We 
Some  say  air  conditioning  killed  it  drew  a  circle  that  took  him  in.” 


The  Prayer  Room 


•|  1  Q  A  1  A  few  months  ago  I  arrived  Ifte  notes  requested  someone  to 

I  ^  church  where  I  was  to  pray  that  D...  would  get  a  job,  a 

speak  at  the  evening  service.  The  son  was  leaving  for  military  duty. 

Ik  ir~  t  ^  unlocked  was  to  the  “pray  for  my  husband,”  a  baby 

1 W  C|  TT  l\/|Q"|r»oyk  V  prayer  room.  It  was  quiet,  inviting,  was  sick  —  possible  leukemia,  L... 

j  XTX  AJ.  v^Xx  X.\J  *'  and  there  was  a  small  desk,  chair,  has  cancer,  and  the  list  went  on. 

By  I  Aiiiar  Coooer  ^  *  prayer  rail.  A  sign  by  the  I  felt  this  was  holy  ground. 

<  j  lamp  said,  “The  fervent  prayer  of  a  Great  spiritual  battles  had  been 

is  advertised  as  a. “looks  good,  15:56).  Adam  and  Eve  were  righteous  man  availeth  much.”  fought  there.  I  had  no  right  to  be 
tastes  good  product.”  The  phrase,  deceived  by  the  serpent  to  bdieve  *^Tbe  notebook  listed  the  prayer  .  .there  unless  I  bad  come  to  pray, 
“moveth  itself  aright”  (v.  31)  liter-  the  conseqoeix:es  of  disobedience  requests  and  the  answers.  There  Those  who  had  labored  in  this 

ally  means  “it  goes  down  ri^”  or  in  God’s  warning  (Gen.  3:3)  would  was  a  bulletin  board  with  mission-  arena  were  the  real  soldiers  of  the 
as  one  translation  jputs  it,  “glides  not  happen  to  them.  But  they  did!  aries’  names  and  birthdays  for  that  cross,  llie  needs  were  great,  the 
down  smoothly.”  But  what  looks  Every  believer  should  know  week.  A  Bible,  bytnnbo^,  calen-  opportunities  boundless.  Prayer,  1 
good  and  tastes  good  is  not  always  that  the  Bible  warns  about  the  use  dar,  and  a  box  of  tissues  were  on  realized,  was  more  important  than 
good  for  you.  of  alcohol  as  a  beverage.  The  idea  the  desk.  A  request  for  confiden-  what  I  had  come  to  do.  Without 

The  deadly  nature  of  alcohol  is  '^that  “it  won’t  happen  to  me”  or  “I  tiaUty  was  also  itxduded  on  a  num-  prayer,  the  preaching  would  be 
like  the  bite  of  a  poisonous  ser-  won’t  be  affected”  is  another  ber  of  requests.  weak  and  powerless, 

pent.  The  discomforting  bite  only  deceptioa  The  serpent’s  sting  may  A  world  mw  with  pens,  strings,  Jesus  said,  “My  house  is  to  be  a 

begins  to  portend  the  ominous  be  felt  but  ignored  when  you  take  and  names  of  missionaries  was  house  of  prayer.”  It  is  good  to 
consequences  which  will  include  that  first  drink.  But  the  Bible  attached  to  the  wall.  Personal  have  designated  places  of  prayer 
severe  physical  trauma,  perhaps  dearly  predicts  the  final  outcome,  notes  were  posted  here  and  there  and  to  pray  with  alertness.  Blessed 
even  deafli  (see  w.  29-35).  “At  the  last  it  biteth  like  a  serpent  on  the  map,  with  an  occasional  is  the  church  that  provides  the 

Tlic  an^ogy  also  has  behirxl  it  and  stingeth  like  an  adder”  (v.  32).  picture  of  a  missionary.  It  was  up  place  and  time  for  its  members  to 
the  decephon  of  die  woman  by  the  It  can  happen  to  you!  to  date  and  tqipaiently  used  daily.  pray.  'Churches  and  people  who 

serpent  in  the  Garden  of  Eden  Cooper,.is  diiWtor  of  denomi-  I  thought  of  my  church  and  the  are  bent  on  praying  will  see  things 
(Gen.  3:1-3).  Through  the  ser-  nation  relations,  seminars,  and  daily  flow  of  traffic  to  the  prayer  htqipen.  It  is  the  greatest  ministry 
pent’s  lies  about  God’s  care  for  the  conferences  for  the  Southern  room.  The  map  brought  visions  of  of  your  church, 
human  family,  the  “sting”  Of  sin  Baptist  Christian  Life  Commis-  mission  stations  in  a  half-dozen  God  attaches  great  importance 

and  death  was  introduced  ( 1  Cor^  sion.  countries  around  the  world.  to  prayer.  He  holds  the  phone  and 

I - - - - — — - f\r\  r“ - 1  bear.  He  has  not  delegated 

I  XX  ^  ^  M  f  Ilk,  T  I  this  part  to  aul  mgel,  ^hangel,  or 

a  saint.  He  holds  the  line  and  will 
answer  when  you  call. 

I  still  burn  over  a  statement 
made  in  a  conference:  “If  you  ever 
want  to  really  embarra.s.s  someone, 
ask  him.how  many  minutes  he 
prays  each  day.”  Is  it  a  real  possi¬ 
bility  that  we  “have  not  because 


ical.  and  .spiritual  consequences  of 
ihe  u.se  of  alcohol  as  a  beverage. 

But  what  could  be  so  bad  about 
a  drink  that  looks  so  good?  As 
with  many  things  in  life,  looks 
often  are  deceptive.  One  should 
not  always  trust  looks  and  taste  as 
a  guide  for  what  is  good.  Alcohol 
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Southwestern  revival  spreads  into  surrounding  community 


FORT  WORTH  (BP)  Some 
faculty  and  administrators  at 
Southwestern  Seminary  say  the 
sudden  outpour  of  confessions  of 
sins  at  the  seminary  March  1  was 
chara9teristic  of  revivals  at  several 
educational  institutions  in  the  past 
40  to  50  years. 

They  contrasted  the  March  1 
occurrence  to  a  similar  revival 
Southwestern  experienced  in 
March  1970. 

Roy  Fish,  distinguished  profes¬ 
sor  of  evangelism,  and  Jack  Gray, 
professor  of  missions  emeritus, 
said  two  commonalities  are  the 
widespread  prayer  and  revival  tes¬ 
timonies  that  encouraged  them. 

The  March  1  revival  followed 


Howard  Payne  University  students’ 
testimonies  in  a  few  classes  at 
Southwestern  and  some  churches  in 
the  surrounding  Fort  Worth  area. 

In  1970,  immediately  preced¬ 
ing  the  campus  revival,  students 
from  Asbupr  College  and  Asbury 
Seminary  in  Kentucky  spoke  on 
Asbury ’s  ^iritual  renewal  in  sev¬ 
eral  Southwestern  classes  and 
area  churches. 

According  to  Fish  and  Gray, 
seminary  officials’  assurance  that 
students  wouldn’t  be  penalized  for 
missing  classes  allow^  more  free¬ 
dom  in  the  March  1  revival  than 
people  in  the  1970  revival  had. 

“Both  revivals  were  public 
demonstrations  of  a  mighty  work 

THE  SECOND  FRONT  PAGE 


of  God  in  the  hearts  of  people,  and 
both  were  expressions  of  convic¬ 
tion,  confession,  reconciliation, 
and  miraculous  conversions,’’ 
Gray  said. 

One  of  Fish’s  evangelism 
classes  Feb.  28  e^^rienced  what 
be  said  “bad  all  of  the  marks  of  a 
revival.  It  was  just  a  matter  of 
Howard  Payne  students  reporting 
the  spiritual  awakening  on  tbeir 
campus  and  the  students  in  my 
class  responding  to  the  Holy 
Spirit.” 

Some  ministers  of  Fort  Worth 
churches  report  their  congrega¬ 
tions  have  experienced  or  are 
close  to  experiencing  great 
movements  of  God  like  the  one 
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Lottie  Moon  offering  tops 
$85  mil  —  first  time  ever 


RICHMOI^  (BP)  —  Southern 
Baptists  gave  $83.5  million  to 
their  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering  for  foreign  missions  in 
1994,  according  to  projections 
released  by  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  March  10. 

The  projected  record  represents 
an  increase  of  $2.6  million,  or 
3.1%,  from  1993,  the  biggest 
annual  jump  since  1988.  It  also 
represents  the  closest  Southern 
Baptists  have  drawn  to  the  offer¬ 
ing  goal  since  they  last  met  it  in 
1981  with  $50.8  million. 

“We  praise  God  and  are  grate¬ 
ful  to  Southern  Baptists  for  the 
significant  increase,’^  said  Foreign 
Mission  Board  President  Jerry 
Rankin.  “This  affirms  the  priority 
of  Southern  Baptists  to  reach  our 
world  for  Christ. 

“Surpassing  $85  million  will 
allow  us  to  continue  to  make 
advances  overseas,”  he  added. 

Still,  the  forecast  indicates  the 
offering  will  close  out  about  a  half 
million  dollars  below  the  goal,  a 
source  o’f  some  disappointment, 
Rankin  said.  If  the  forecast  is 
accurate  aixl  the  board  follows  the 
pattern  of  previous  years,  it  will 
trim  capital  expenditures  overseas 


By  Marty  CroU 

by  the  amount  of  the  shortfitll,  said 
Cafl  Johnson,  vice  president  for 
finance. 

Southern  Baptists  actually  close 
the  books  on  the  1994  offering 
May  31.  The  March  projection  is 
based  partly  on  information  froin 
the  14  largest  state  conventions. 

Leaders  at  the  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  and  Brotherhood 
Commission,  Southern  Baptist 
organizations  that  promoted  the 
offering  in  Southern  Baptist 
churches,  were  pleased  with  the 
forecast. 

“We  knew  when  we  set  the 
goal  it  was  an  ambitious  one,  but 
certainly  not  beyond  the  reach  of 
Southern  B:^)tists,”  said  Dellanna 
O’Brien,  the  WMU’s  executive 
director/treasurcr.  “I’m  really 
pleased.  It’s  great.” 

O’Brien  also  credited  the  con¬ 
vention’s  offering  promotion 
team,  WMU  leaders  In  local 
churches,  and  state-level  WMU 
workers  who  distribute  material 
arxl  set  up  special  programming  to 
educate  churches  about  foreign 
missions. 

This  extensive  network  of 
motivated  foreign  missions  su{i- 
porteis  has  been  a  key  in  the  con- 


ACT8  to  carry  Graham  glcMl  mUcion 

FORT  WORTH  (BP)  ->  ACTS  ant  taayNet  wffl  ^  ifae  BiQy 
Otabam  San  Juan,  Puerto  Rko,  Crasade.  Broadcait  via  saldlite  ted^ 
oology,  die  cnutade  will  be  the  most  fur-beaching  evangelistic  out¬ 
reach  in  histoiy.  ACTS  it  the  Radio  and  Televisioo  Comnua^on  cable 
television  service  that  reaches  into  almost  23  million  homes.  I^uni- 
lyNet  is  the  RTVC  iMoadcast  television  service  that  reaches  imo  more 
man  65  million  homes.  ACTS  wiD  carry  die  crusade  March  IS  at  4 
p.m.,  March  16  and  17  at  7  p.m.,  and  Maach  18  at  5  pjn.  (all  Eastern 
Standard  Time).  Ihe  crusade  will  be  transmitted  to  Fan^Net  affili¬ 
ates  March  14-17  at  7  p.m.  and  March  18  at  5  p.m.  (EST).  Viewers 
should  confirm  local  listings, 


'during  the  March  1  chapel,  at 
Southwestern. 

Michael  Dean,  pastor  of  Travis 
Avenue  Church  in  Fort  Worth, 
also  attended  the  March  1  chapel 
at  Southwestern  at  Fish’s  invita¬ 
tion.  Eleao  described  the  service  as 
“a  refreshing  movement  of  the 
Lord.  I  geruinely  sensed  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

“For  the  last  seven  weeks, 
Travis  Avenue  Church  has  been 
experiencing  the  rumblings  of  a 
great  movement  of  God,”  Dean 
said.  “The  March  1  chapel  at 
Southwestern  was  a  confirmation 
for  me  that  God  wants  to  do  some¬ 
thing  grea^n  Fort  Worth.” 

_ The  seniuiaiy’s  ^iiitual  renew- 

ad  March  1  followed  Southwestern 
graduate  John  Avant’s  report  of 
supernatural  b^penings  in  his 
Brownwood,  Texas,  church, 
Howard  Payne  University  there, 
and  the  surrounding  community. 
The  Soudiwestem  outpour  stait^ 
about  11  a.m.  and  lasted  into  the 
late  evening.  “God  is  shaking  us 
—  something  no  person  could  do,” 
Avant  said. 

What  happened  at  Southwest¬ 
ern  was  as  unexplainable  as  what 
is  happening  in  Brownwood, 
Avant  said.  “My  hope  was  that 


God  wanted  to  use  what  he’s 
doing  at  Howard  Payne  University 
in  Brownwood  in  a  deeper  way. 

“I  thought  my  chapel  message 
at  Southwestern  would  be  prepara¬ 
tory.  I  had  no  idea  of  the  readiness 
for  revival,”  Avant  said. 

I  -ike  several  Southwestern  stu¬ 
dents  and  other  pastors  who 
attended  the  March  1  chapel, 
Avant  said  he  witnessed  deep, 
gut-level,  and  spontaneous  con¬ 
fessions  of  sins.  “1  saw  a  lot  of 
brokenness  and  some  genuine 
healing,”  he  said.  “1  was  amazed 
by  the  comradery  among  the  stu¬ 
dents.  Someone  would  share  and 
immediately  five  or  six  people 
would  stand  around  them  and 
pray.  One  of  the  most  moving 
experiences  was  when  a  white 
man  admitted  racism  and  two  or 
three  black  guys  almost  carried 
him  off  the  stage  hugging  him.” 

“There  will  always  be  those 
who  are  skeptical  when  there  is  a 
moving  of  the  Spirit,”  seminary 
President  Ken  Hemphill  said. 
“This  can  sometimes  be  com¬ 
pounded  in  an  academic  environ¬ 
ment  where  we  tend  to  analyze 
everything.  You  must  rely  on  the 
inner  witness  of  the  Spirit  and  the 
confirmation  of  God’s  Word.” 


tinued  growth  of  the  offering  since 
the  women’s  organization  started 
it  in  1888  to  respond  to  needs  in 
China. 

“I  rejoice  in  this  response  by 
Southern  Baptists,”  said  James 
D.  Williams,  president  of  the 
Brotherhood-  Commission. 
“Never  before  have  we  had 
greater  opportunity  to  share  the 
gospel  than  now.  I’m  confident 
we  can  count  on  our  people  to 
give  sacrificially.” 

Except  for  declines  of  less  than 
half  a  ^rcent  in  1992  and  just 
more  than  1%  in  1990,  the  annual 
offering  has  shown  a  steady 
increase  for  nearly  six  decades. 

About  $83.5  million  of  the 
1994  offering  will  ^o  to  the 
board’s'  overseas  operatmg  budget, 
which  primarily  provides  mission¬ 
ary  support.  About  $2  million  will 
provkie  for  coital  needs  oveiseas, 
such  as  equipment,  autos,  and 
housing. 

The  offering,  generally  col¬ 
lected  in  church-wide  intakes 
during  December,  was  expected 
to  fii^  nearly  half  (46%)  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board’s  1995 
budget  of  $186  million.  The 
other  half  of  the  budget  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  come  from  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists’  unified  givi^og  plan,  the 
Cooperative  Program,  and  other 
income,  such  as  investments  and 
hunger  and  relief  receipts. 

The  1995  offering  goal  will  be 
$100  million,  requiring  a  17% 
increase  based  on  this  year’s  fore¬ 
cast.  Rankin  noted  a  record  num¬ 
ber  of  missionaries  were  appointed 
last  year  (545).  and  3326  mission¬ 
ary  candidates  are  working 
through  the  board’s  appointment 
process  now. 

CroU  writes  for  FMB. 


MBREA  hosts  LBREA 

^  Marcus  Peagler'(left),  of  Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson,  and  Joe  Armour 
(right),  of  Clinton,  pauses  to  read  The  Baptist  Record  in  the  display  area 
of  the  Ho!idome  in  Vicksburg  during  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Religious  Educators  Association  (MBREA).  Peagler,  Broadmoor's 
minister  of  education,  serves  the  association  as  president;  Armour,  minis¬ 
ter  of  education  at  Clinton’s  First  Church,  is  vice  president.  The  MBREA 
met  jointly  with  its  Louisiana  counterpart  March  2-4.  More  than  140  regis¬ 
tered  for  the  conference.  (BR  photo  by  Guy  Henderson) 

State  gifts  to  Cooperative 

_  -i  _ 

Program  up  from  Feb.  ’94 

Mississippi  Baptists  gave  is  figured  by  dividing  the  total 
$1,929,509  tlrough  the  Coopeia-  budget  by  12  and  multiplying  by 
five  Program  in  P^nuary,  accord-  the  number  of  months  elap^. 
ing  to  Bill  Causey,  executive  The  Cooperative  Program  is 
dir^or-treasurer  of  the  Mississip-  the  Southern  Baptist  method  of 
pi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  voluntarily  contributing  to  world- 
whicb  distributes  the  funds.  wide  missionary  support  and 

The  1995  total  is  $4,069,176,  Christian  education  system, 
which  is  $190,966  more  than  that  More  than  7,000  missionaries 
-received  in  the  first  two  months  of  receive  their  income  from  this 
1994.  system.  The  portion  used  by 

The  1995  total  is  also  Mississippi  Baptists  include.s 
$301,413,  or  8%  more  than  the  pro  child  care,  ehurch  leader  train- 
rata  amount  of  the  budget  which  is  ing,  and  support  for  students  in 
$22,606379.  The  pro  rata  amount  Baptist  colleges. 


J 


BJC  panel  adopts  statements 
on  politics  and  school  prayer 


Change  in  state 
WMU  bylaws 

Tlie  following  change  will  be  constdeied  duni^  die  Mississippi 
Woman’s  Missiooaiy  Unidn  (WMU)  anraial  meeting  to  be  hdkJ  on 
March  21  at  Hairit^nirg  Cborch,  Tupelo: 

In  Article  VI,  Nominations  aoJ  Elections,  of  the  state  WMU 
bylaws,  aU  references  to  “Nominating  Omnirnttee”  are  lecmnmend- 
ed  to  be  changed  to  “Officer  Sdecticm  Committee.” 

WMU  bylaws  call  for  projected  dianges  to  be  {Hinted  in  two  se|>- 
arate  editions  of  The  Baptist  Record  prior  to  the  annual  meting. 


Mississippi  Acteens  get 
SMACKed  Marcli  24-25 
at  Mississippi  College 


Acteens,  Acteen  leaders,  and  all 
girls  in  grades  7-12  are  invited  to 
attend  1995  Mississippi  Acteens 
Convention  March  24-25  in  Swor 
Auditorium  on  the  Mississippi 
College  campus  in  Clinton. 

The  theme,  “SMACK,”  deals 
with  issues  facing  teenage  girls  in 
today’s  world: 

S  —  Sometimes  it  gets  lonely. 

M  —  Maybe  I’m  not  real. 

A  —  Always  I’m  trying. 

C  —  Can’t  tell  others  how  I 


Alaska  partnership  projects  need 
volunteers  for  preaching,  painting 

The  following  ministry  areas  in  mitment,  but  would  consider  pay  own  travel  and  serve  wit 
Alaska  need  the  help  and  partici-  shorter  term.  A  pioneer  mission  pay.  Housing  and  transporta 
pation  of  Mississippi  Baptists,  op{K>itunity  for  volunteer  who  can  {Hovided. 

under  the  Mississippi/Alaska  Part-  _  —  Painters,  Community  Ch 

nership  Project:  in  Nome.  Exterior  painting 

— Su|;jply  pastor,  Whittier  Mis-  replacemeqt  of  handicap  entr: 

sion  in  Whittier,  June  1995  (four  ramp.  Minimum  time  of  one  w 

Sundays).  Preach  morning  and  June  is  best  month  for  paintin 

evening  services  aiKl  coodua  mid-  Nome, 

week  prayer  meeting.  Housing  and  For  more  information,  cot 

automobile  provided,  but  no  ||^  the  Partnership  Missions  of 

stipend.  “  V  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven 

—  Inlerim  pastor.  False  Pass  Board,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 

Mission  on  Unimak  Island  (Aleut-  39205-0530.  Teleph^:  (601) 

ian  chain).  Prefer  six-month  com-  ^  ^  3800,  or  toU-fiee  (800)  748-16! 


K  —  Keep  me  growing,  God, 
keep  me  growing. 

Program  {}ersooaIities  include 
Alicia  Williamson,  concert  artist 
who  performed  at  the  1994 
National  Acteens  Convention; 

Lloyd  Alien  of  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege,  author  of  Gift  Quest,  a 
teen’s  book  op  spiritual  gifts; 

Susan  Meadors,  youth  minister  at 
Northside  Church,  Clinton;  Nicki 
Bums,  1994  BSU  student  summer 
missionary;  and  others. 

Girls  and  leaders  will  partici¬ 
pate  in  Bible  Study  and  hear  mis¬ 
sionaries  describe  their_experi- 
enoes  on  the  mission  field.  Pre-registration  deadline'is 

They  will  also  be  encouraged  to  March  22. 
creatively  express  bow  they  feel  For  more  information  or  to 
about  Acteens  through  posters,  receive  a  list  of  nearby  motels, 
songs,  or  commercials;  acquire  contact  the  Woman’s  Missionary 
communication  skills  through  Union  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
interactive  games;  and  have  an  Convention  Board.  Telephone: 
opportunity  to  reflect  on  what  they  (601)  968-3800,  or  toll-free  (800) 
learn  in  the  conferences.  748-1651. 


Williamson 


SBC  agency  head  clarifies  position 
on  evangelical/C  atholic  agreement 


.  (ABP)  —  statement  of  “applicatory  claiifica-  ance  of  eternal  salvation.” 
year  signed  a  tkms,”  drafted  by  three  other  sign-  Other  critics  focused  on  language 

with  R^an  ers  of  the  evangelical/Catholic  in  the  document  calling  Protestant 

1  a  clarifica-  accord,  intended  to  “prevent  divi-  and  Catholic  uiKlerstaixlings  differ- 

some  of  the  sive  misunderstandings  of  our  ent  expressions  of  the  same  faith, 

(received.  beliefs  and  {xuposes.”  The  evangelicals’  clarification 

ing  onto  the  The  ProtesUmt  signers  said  their  reads:  “While  we  view  all  who  |>ro- 

chard  Land,  “para-church  cooperation”  with  fess  to  be  Christian  —  Protestant 
be  Christian  Catholics  “in  pursuit  of  agreed  and  Catholic  atxl  Orthodox  —  with 
one  of  two  objectives  does  not  imply  acce{>-  charity  and  ho{>e,  our  confidence 
Convention  tance  of  Roman  Catholic  doctrinal  that  anyone  is  truly  a  brother  or  sis- 
I  the  original  distinctives  or  endorsement  of  the  ter  in  Christ  de{)ends‘oot  only  on  the 

I  Catholics  Roman  Catholic  church  system.”  content  of  his  <h  her  confession  but 

ist  s{mng.  Some  critics  have  said  the  docu-  on  our  {)erceiving  signs  of  regenera- 

e  other  SBC  ment  endorses  a  salvation  by  tion  in  his  or  her  life.” 
of  the  Home  works,  attained  through  the  obser-  They  acknowledged  that  they 
e  been  criti-  vance  of  Catholic  sacraments.  The  reject  “proselytizing,”  defined  in 
e  statement,  signers,  however,  said  they  under-  the  evangelical/Catholic  document 
ibraces  false  stood  the  document’s  statement  as  “shee{>-steaiing  for  denomina- 
ines  evange-  that  Christians  are  “justified  by  tional  aggrandizement,”  but  insisl- 
ling  sheep-  grace  through  faith  because  of  ed  that  “evangelism  and  church 
c  churches.  Christ  to  mean  “substitutional^  planting  arc  always  legitimate, 
CLC  trustees  atonement  and  imputed  righteous-  whatever  forms  of  church  life  are 
ntly  signed  a  ness  of  Christ,  leacUng  to  full  assur-  present  already  .” 


McAtee 


Church  Music  Department 
reaches  50th  anniversary 


ThiirsdaY.  March  16. 1995 
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“Mississippi  Baptists  have 
always  been  a  singing  people.” 
Thus  began  We  Shall  Come 
Rejoicing,  the  exhaustive  198S  his¬ 
tory  of  tt^  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board’s  Church  Music 
Department. 

As  music  lovers  around  the  state 
prepare  to  celebrate  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  department,  that 
statement  still  rings  true  from  the 
salty  waters  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
to  the  city  limits  of  Memphis  — 
aixl  everywhere  in  between. 

On  Sept.  15,  f945,  Copiah 
Couiay  native  Luther  Andrew  Har¬ 
rison,  45,  became  the  first  full-time 
“secretary  of  church  music”  of  the 
convention  board.  His  salary  of 
$3,900  neariy  matched  his  depart¬ 
ment  budget  of  $4,000. 

Tragedy  visited  Harrison  at  the 
height  of  his  career,  however,  when 
his  car  plunged  into  a  Louisiana 
swamp  on  the  night  of  March  6, 
1948.  He  drowned  just  hours  after 
graduating  from  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Fort  Worth. 

Shortly  after  his  death,  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  was 
notifled  that  the  state’s  churt^s 
were  leading  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  music  schools  con¬ 
ducted. 

The  convention  board  in 
December  of  that  year  asked 
William  Claude  Morgan,  48,  an 
associate  in  the  board’s  training 
union  department,  to  add  music 
work  to  his  other  duties.  Morgan 
was  promoted  to  full-time  diiectm' 
of  tbie  church  music  department  in 
December  1950. 

Church  music  development  in 
Mississippi  became  so  expansive 
by  the  treginning  of  1953  that  it 
was  added  to  a  convention  board 
promotion  that  stressed  Sunday 
School,  Training  Union,  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union,  and  Brother; 
hood  as  integral  parts  of  every 
church. 

By  1964,  Morgan  was  seen 
across  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  as  a  leader  in  church  music 
development.  His  constant  promo¬ 
tion  of  church  music  as  an  impor¬ 
tant  part  of  Southern  Baptist  life 
led  to  a  special  award  from  the 
National  ConfereiKe  of  Southern 
Baptist  Musicians. 

That  recognition  was  a  fitting 
climax  to  the  Morgan  years,  fcv  the 
Inst  in  a  series  of  heart  attacks 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

claimed  his  life  on  March  13, 1964 
—  exactly  one  month  after  he 
accepted  the  award. 

Harrison  atxl  Morgan  cemented 
tile  importance  of  church  music  in 
Mississippi’s  Bi^tist  churdies.  The 
pair  established  music  as  a  vital 
means  of  worshipping  God  and 
teaching  Christian  trutiis,  and  they 
set  the  stage  for  even  mcne  eiqtio- 
sive  growth. 

Enter  Daniel  Carter  Hall,  36,  a 
Wiggins  native  working  in  the 
church  music  department  of  the 
Bqitist  Sunday  School  Board  in 
Na^viDe. 


CAtt/fA  Music  department 

SOth  ^niversary 
CcCeBration 

2-4:30  pm,,  Mattft  25, 1995 
Marriswn  5{eiafUs  CAurch 
%  Mssissi] 


(Anton, 


tppi 


Among  Hall’s  first  acts  as  direc¬ 
tor  was  to  implement  an  accelerat¬ 
ed  music  ministry  plan  to  move 
churches  even  faster  toward  their 
music  goals.  He  began  a  summer 
music  missionary  program  and 
added  junior  and  youth  weeks  to 
the  music  program  at  Gulfshore 
Asfembly. 

More  than  100  ministers  of 
music  populated  the  state’s 
churches  arid  Hall  t^p^  them  to 
begin  the  Mississippi  Singing 
Churchmen,  who  promoted  church 
music  ministry  by  performing  at 
various  events  arourid  the  state. 

Hall  placed  special  emphasis 
on  nurturing  future  generations  of 
church  musicians.  He  emphasized 
preschool  choirs  and  start^  schol¬ 
arships  for  young  people  who 
rated  superior  at  music  festivals. 

Like  Harrison  and  Morgan 
befme  him.  Hall’s  career  took  him 
to  the  top  of  the  Southern  Bt^itist 
Convention.  When  10,000  voices 
sang  all  the  way  through  the  new 
Biqitist  hymnal  at  PrasiSirig  ’75  in 
Nashville,  it  was  Hall’s  work  on 
the  hymn^  committee  that  helped 
make  it  possible. 

Sadly,  Hall  was  felled  by  a  heart 
attack  in  October  1987. 


Louis  Graham  Smith,  48,  was 
selected  to  succeed  Hall  in  Ifebru- 
aiy  1988,  and  continues  in  the  job 
to^y. 

During  Smith’s  tenure,  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  All  State  Youth 
Choir  originated  in  the  summer  of  " 
1993  with  45  members;  100  mem¬ 
bers  is  the  goal  for  the  1995  choir. 

Like  Harrison,  Morgan,  and  Hall 
before  him.  Smith’s  leadership  has 
been  recognized  across  the  Southern 
Baptist  Conventioa  Ife  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  committee  that  produced 
Hie  Bap^  Hymnal  in  1991. 

A  series  of  Town  and  Country 
music  cmferetKes  for  small-church 
volunteer  and  bivocational  music 
directors  is  coordinated  by  retired 
iHvocational  music  minister  Jimmy 
McCaleb. 

"Through  the  first  50-years,  our 
Lord  has  blessed  Mississippi  with 
many  gifted  people  to  grow  the 
minikry  of  music  throughout  our 
state,”  Smith  pointed  out. 

“Our  leaders  have  sought  to 
undergird  associations  aixl  churches 
so  that  their  efforts  could  be  multi- 
jiied  and  God  praised  in  a  more  wor- 
ti^  manner.  Our  daily  prayer  is  that 
tiu  is  only  a  prelude  to  a  future  that 
win  ever  bring  glory  to  our  great  God 
as  we  are  empowered  by  his  Holy 
spirit  in  ‘Shar^  the  Song  of  Jesus’ 
in  Mississippi  and  around  the  world,” 
Smith  said. 

Then  and  now: 


Mississippi 

music 

milestones 


1873  Blue  Mountain  College  in  Blue  Mountain  begins  Music 
D^aitment. 

1945  Mississippi  Bi^tist  Convention  Board  begins  Church  Music 

Depaitment,  one  of  the  first  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
Luther  Harrison  is  hired  as  first  “secretary  of  church  music.” 

1947  Hist  State  Music  Leadership  Conference  is  held  in  Jackson. 

1948  Harrison  dies  in  auto  accident.  W.  Claude  Morgan  filh  post  on 
part-time  basis. 

1951  Morgan  assumes  full-time  directorship  of  Church  Music 

D^artment.  Hrst  statewide  music  leadership  school  conducted. 

1955  Plans  are  aimounced  for  multiple  music  weeks  at  Camp.  Kitti wake. 

1956  William  Carey  College  in  Hattiesburg  begins  Music  Department. 

1958  Hrst  Carol  Choir  Festival  held  at  Mississippi  College. 

1959  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton  begins  music  department. 

1960  Hve  weeks  at  music  assemblies  fill  to  capacity  at  the  new 
Gulfshore  ^Assembly  in  Pass  Christian. 

1961  Church  Music  Department  OTganized  at  Mississippi  B^tist 

^  Children’s  Village  in.  Jackson.  . 

1964  Morgan  dies  of  heart  attack.  Dan  Hall  begins  work  as  third  director 
of  Church  Music  Department. 

1%5  Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen  orgamze. 

1%9  Hurricane  Camille  sweeps  away  Camp  Kittiwake  and  Gulfshore 
Assembly,  crippling  the  musk  wedc  programs. 

1970  Approved  Music  Worker  program  begins  with  35  qualified 
church  musicians. 

1977  Hall  dies  of  heart  attack. 

1978  Graham  Smith  selected  as  new  church  music  department  director. 
Gulfshcxe  Assembly  reopens  after  multi-million-doUar  building 
project  is  completed. 

1979  Church  Music  RFD  is  published  by  Church  Music  Department. 

1987  “One  Yoke"  ensemble  is  started. 

1988  The  Singing  Churchmen  travel  to  South  Korea  and  Hong  Kong. 

1993  Mississippi  Biq>tist  All-State  Youth  Choir  is  organized. 

1995  Mississippi  Baptists  mark  50  years  of  organized  church  music. 


McCaleb  looks  back  through  time 


As  21 -year  old  Jimmy  McCaleb  . 
bobbed  across  the  Pacific  Ocean  in 
1945  with  His  Worid  War  U  Seabee 
consiniction  batallion,'  one  of  the 
last  things  on  his  mind  had  to  be 
the  birth  of  the  Church  Music 
Depaitment  a  few  months  before  at 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board- 

.That  soon  changed  for  jhe.-; 
Cdumbus  native.  >  ^ 

He  enrolled  at  Missis^ippL^l- 
lege  after  his  1946  discharge  from  ^ 
the  Seabees,  and  it  was  there  be 
met  Luther  Harrison,  just  appointed 
as  the  first  director  of  the  church 
music  department,  one  afternoon  at 
the  popular  Chat  'n  Chew  eatery  in 
Clinton. 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Thft'iest,  asjtiiey  say,  is  history « 
McCaleb  was  soon  leading  youth 
reviyials  around  the  state,  and  his 
involvement  with  the  department 
deep6nedvWith  each  passing  year, 
nom  those  days  to  th^  days, 

McCaleb  has  _ _ _  1 

seen  viituaDy  the 
entire  life  of  the 
'Church  Music 
Deparhnent. 

■  “There  have 
been  some  real 
giants  in  Missis- 
sippi  church 
music.  Next  to 
the  Bible,  the 
most  important 
book  is  the 


the  fundamenuds  of  hymnology 
the  study  of  hymns. 

'^nce  there  was  consecration 
(in  church  niusic)  and  now  it’s  all 
praise  with  no  thecdpgy,  We^ougbt 
to  praise  the  Lord,  but. we  must  al.so 
have!'' ;the()logy 
^nd  thatl,^  in 
hymns," 
explained.  ' 
McCaleb.  a- 


McCaleb:  then 


bi  vocatiohal 
music  ministe/ 
jEqr  35  years, 
puts  his  wofds 
into  action. 

He  has  estab- 
McCaleb:  now  lisfied  a  trust 
fund  through  the 


Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  for 
bivocational  ai^  music  corps  mu.si- 
cians,  and  at  age  70  is  still  active  in 
music  clinics  and  woikshops  across 
Mississippi  and  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention. 

For  the  record,  he  is  clear  that 
he  doesn’t  plan  on  cutting  back 
anytime  soon. 

"It’s  exciting  to  be  plugged  into 
the  need  for  people  to  be  led  to 
Christ  through  music.  My  lUOth 
birthday  will  be  in  2024  —  a  Sun¬ 
day. 

“Without  being  presumptuous. 
I’ve  thought  about  going  to  be  with 
the  Lord  on  that  day,  while  I’m 
leading  the  singing  somewhere.  I 
want  to  die  on  the  upbeat!” 


bymnbook.  The  average  Christian 
knows  more  about  theology  from 
the  bymnbook,  because  people 
remember  hymns,”  he  said. 

McCaleb  graduated  from  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College  aixl  received  music 
aixl  education  degrees  from  South¬ 
western  Seminary  in  Pi.  Worth.  He 
retired  as  minister  of  music  at 
Southside  Church,  Jackson,  in 
1990,  and  continues  to  .serve  as  a 
part-time  music  director  at  a  church 
near  Jackson.  He  lives  in  Jackson 
with  wife  Ashley,  a  consultant  in 
the  Mississippi  Woman’s  Mission¬ 
ary  Union  departmeix. 

He  remains  active  in  promoting 
church  music  atxl  is  determined  to 
help  Southern  Baptists  understand 


Church  Music  Department  leaders 


Smith  1988-pretent 


Han  1964-87 


Morgan  1948-64 


Harrison  1945-48 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Agj  i^es  with  Jones 

Ldil<n. 

1  (o.ul  with  interest  the  letter  in 
The  Baptist  Record  of  Feb.  16 
ironi  M.L.  Jones.  He  wrote  that  he 
know  of  several  Southern  Baptist 
churches  advertising  Soup-er 
Bowl  Suiulay.  He  felt  that  this  was 
a  compromi.se  with  secular  Sunday 
aciivuics.  1  agree. 

I  know  of  churches  making  this 
compromise.  I  also  know  of  asso- 
ciational  meetings  that  are  being 
scheduled  on  Sunday  evenings, 
during  the  normal  Discipleship 
Training  and/or  evening  worship. 

James  K.  Burke 

Waynesboro 

Change  prime  time 

Editor; 

Television  just  continues  to  get 
worse  and  worse. 

Over  a  period  of  one  year  the 
networks  show  14,313  sex  inci¬ 
dents  in  prime-time  alone.  This 
doe.sn't  include  the  late  night  pro¬ 
grams  or  the  soap  operas.  A  total 
of  91%  of  all  sex  is  depicted  out¬ 
side  of  marriage.  Is  there  any  won¬ 
der  why  approximately  one-third 
of  all  children  are  born  outside 
marriage? 

There  are  also  a  total  of  8,333 
violence  incidents  and  23,556  pro¬ 
fanity  incidents  in  a  year  of  prime 
time.  The  total  combined  sex,  vio¬ 
lence.  aird  profanity  incidents  for 
one  year  of  prime  time  is  46,202. 


Ever  wonder  why  the  moral  break¬ 
down  in  our  society?  Television  is 
a  major  contributor. 

One  of  the  best  things  a  person 
can  do  is  to  write  the  sponsors. 
And,  of  course,  join  in  organized 
boycotts  of  companies  which 
refu.se  to  change  their  practice. 

Sometime  in  the  near  future,  a 
boycott  of  one  or  more  of  these 
companies  will  be  called.  It  is 
absolutely  the  best  way  to  change 
the  current  situation. 

Donald  E.  Wildmon 

American  Family  Association 

Tupelo 

“Gay  Day"’  at  Disney 

Editor: 

A  group  calling  itself  “Digital 
Queers”  h^  since  1990  sponsored 
an  event.,  called  “Gay  Day  at  Dis¬ 
ney  World.”  This  annual  event 
held  every  first  week  in  June  at 
Disney  World  in  Orlando,  Fla., 
encompasses  all  sorts  of  highly 
visible  activities  for  homosexuals 
from  around  the  nation. 

This  “celebration”  transforms 
the  world’s  most  popular  family 
resort  park  into  nofiiing  more  than 
a  contemporary  example  of  what 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah  must  have 
been  like.  The  laughing  and  joy  of 
hdcp^y  families  is  replaced  by  the 
obs^ne  antics  of  homosexual  and 
lesbian  couples  as  they  take  over 
the  once  family-fiiendly  resort  for 
a  week.  Families  planning  to 
atteiKl  Florida’s  Disney  resorts  in 


the  month  of  June  should  beware 
that  any  individual  complaints  to 
Disney  World  management  [may] 
be  useless.... 

Any  Christian  family  planning 
to  attend  Disney  World  this  com¬ 
ing  June  should  be  wary.  These 
incidents  are  reflective  of  a  grow¬ 
ing  tide  of  openness  and  militancy 
on  the  part  of  homosexuals.  Open 
displays  of  hostility  and  violence 
are  commonplace  tactics  that 
sodomites  use  to  intimidate  and 
suppress  opposing  viewpoints. 
This  type  of  a  strong-arm  strategy 
employed  by  homosexual  mili¬ 
tants  can  appropriately  be  called 
“family-bashing.”  Millions  of 
families  pass  through  the  Disney 
resorts  annually;  if  just  a  small 
percentage  of  them  contacted  Dis¬ 
ney  management  and  threatened  to 
take  their  money  elsewhere..., ' 
[Disney’s]  desire  to  cater  to  the 
special  interest  of  [homosexuals] 
would  diminish  rr^ndly. 

Florida  AFA  ^airman  David 
Caton  has  advised  travelers  to 
change  their  travel  plans  if  Disney 
World  was  in  their  plans.  He 
warns  that  bomdSexuals  attending 
the  1995  festivities  will  be  all  the 
more  brazen  in  their  displays  and 
activities.  Gulf  Coast  AFA  sup¬ 
ports  this  position  and  urges  all 
local  people  who  are  planning  an 
early  June  trip  to  the  Orlando  area 
to  cancel  any  potential  visit  to  any 
Disney  theme  park.  We  also  urge 
pet^le  to  let  the  Disney  manage¬ 
ment  know  how  they  feel  about 


Disney’s  apparent  acceptance  of 
homosexuality!  Disney  World 
may  be  reached  at  (407)  W-DIS- 
NEY. 

Pete  Fiske 
Gulf  Coast 

American  Family  Association 
P.O.  Box  308 
Ocean  Springs,  MS  39566 

Professional’s  dreafm 

Editor: 

1  was  pleased  to  read  the  article 
in  the  Jan.  26  edition  of  The  Bap¬ 
tist  Record  about  seeking  quali¬ 
fied,  credentialed  counselors  for 
help  for  those  hurting  from  the 
ever-increasing  problems  of 
stresses  on  families  and  iiKlividu- 
als  in  today’s  society., 
r  When  I  returned  to  Mississippi 
in  1968  to  help  start  the  first 
Regional  Mental  Health  Center  at 
Tupelo,  there  were  no  public  psy¬ 
chological  or  psychiatric  services 
except  the  two  state  psychiatric 
hospitals.  Having  a  trained,  expe¬ 
rienced,  licensed  professional  to 
whom  a  person  could  choose  to 
go,  sit  down  with,  spend  a  private, 
confidential  session  with,  a  coun¬ 
selor  whose  behavior  was  regulat¬ 
ed  by  a  set  of  ethical  standards, 
and  by  a  state  board  of  examiners, 
was  a  dream  in  the  hearts  of  a^ew 
of  us  mental  health  professionals. 
This  dream  became  a  reality  for 


Southern  Baptists  exceed  WMU’s 
“We  Can  Help”  hunger  project  goals 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  — 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
t  WMU)  members  across  the  coun¬ 
try  issued  the  call  and  Southern 
Baptists  responded. 

The  “call”  was  for  church 
members  to  contribute  a  can  of 
food  plus  25  cents  to  help  feed  the 
hungry  in  their  communities. 
While  the  food  atxi  money  collect¬ 
ed  by  a  local  church  would  be  dis¬ 
tributed  at  its  discretion,  a  national 


goal  of  1  million  cans  and 
$250,000  was  established  for  the 
project,  called  “We  Can  Help,” 

Southern  Baptists  answered 
the  call  by  contributing  a 
reported  1,023,466  cans  of  food 
and  $311,281.90.  Of  the  28 
state  WMU  offices  which  have 
called  in  a  count  to  WMU,  only 
seven  have  tagged  their  report 
as  complete. 

“We  are  ecstatic,”  said  Trudy 


William  Carey  College 
sets  enrollment  record 


William  Carey  student  enroll¬ 
ment  totals  2,073  for  the  winter 
1995  session,  a  record  for  William 
Carey  College.  The  increase  is 
4.3%  higher  than  1994  enrollment 

Hattiesburg-based  enrollment 
is  up  2.8%  and  totals  1,090  stu¬ 
dents.  Credit  hours  are  up  nearly 
4%.  The  largest  increases  for  Hat¬ 
tiesburg  occurred  in  the  new 
MBA  program  in  Executive  Lead¬ 
ership  and  the  M.Ed.  programs. 
Classes  for  these  degrees  enrolled 
i68  students. 

The  Gulf  Coast  program  of 
William  Carey  continued  to  show 
record  gains.  Total  enrollment  of 
614  students  reflects  an  increase 
of  nearly  16%  over  1994  results. 


According  to  Coast  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  Bill  Payne,  continued  growth 
in  teacher  education,  art,  and  psy¬ 
chology  have  paced  undergradu* 
ate  records  in  Gulfjport.  Bachelor 
of  general  studies  a^  liberal  stud¬ 
ies  offerings  at  the  College’s  new 
Keesler  Ahr  Force  Base  teaching 
center  also  helped  boost  the  Gulf 
Coast  student  enrollment  results. 

Enrollment  in  nursing  and 
pre-nursing  in  New  Orleans  is 
j69  students,  a  decrease  of  7% 
over  the  record  totals  registered 
in  1994.  William  Carey  also 
offers  nursing  programs  in  Hat¬ 
tiesburg  and  (julfport  and  has 
one  of  the  largest  Schools  of 
Nursing  in  the  region. 


our  state,  and,  now,  there  arc  more 
than  350  Licensed  Profe.ssional 
Counselors  (LPCs)  who  serve  in 
15  Regional  Mental  Health  Cen¬ 
ters,  in  hospitals,  in  colleges  arnl 
universities,  on  church  staffs,  in 
public  schools,  and  in  private 
practices  across  Missi.ssippi. 

One  statement  in  the  article 
seems  to  need  further  clarification. 
The  writer  said  that  what  differen¬ 
tiates  certified  pastoral  counselors 
from  Christian  counselors  is  that 
“Christian  counseling  has  no  train¬ 
ing  requirements.”  The  licensing 
law  for  the  State  of  Mississippi  for 
counselors  states  that  no  one  may 
legally  call  oneself  a  counselor 
without  having  passed  the  compre¬ 
hensive  written  examination,  met 
the  specific  requirements  of  edu¬ 
cation,  experience,  and  supervi¬ 
sion,  and  having  a  license.  Many 
of  our  LPCs  are  Christians. 

Your  article  was  exceedingly 
encouraging  to  both  pastors  and 
counselors  needing  such  suppon- 
ive  relationships  and  qualified 
referral  sources.  Getting  to  know 
each  other  is  a  good  way  to  stan. 
A  directory  of  Licensed  Profes¬ 
sional  Counselors  is  available  by 
writing;  Mississippi  State  Board  of 
Examiners  for  LPC!s,  P.O.  Drawer 
6239,  Mississippi  State.  MS 
39762. 

June  Comola 

Carrollton 


Johnson,  WMU  special  projects 
coordinator.  “When  the  Project 
HELP:  Hunger  Task  Force  first 
prqrosed  a  national  goal  of  1  mil¬ 
lion  cans  and  25  cents  per  can,  I 
knew  it  would  take  all  of  our  1.2 
million  members  working  together 
with  their  pastors  and  church  fam¬ 
ilies  to  make  it  a  reality  —  atxl  we 
did  it! 

“This  project  has  given  us  a 
tremendous  opportunity  to  see 
what  we  are  capable  of  accom¬ 
plishing  together,”  Johnson  said. 
“It  has  encouraged  us  as  we  plan 
future  ministry  projects. 

“It  also  opens  the  door  for  wit¬ 
nessing  opportunities  as  local 
hunger  ne^  are  met,”  she  added. 
The  Kansas-Nebraska  WMU 
reported,  for  example,  three 
churches  started  new  food  banks 
while  another  church’s  collection 
revived  a  local  food  bank  that  had 
been  drained  of  its  food  supply. 

Referring  to  a  researcher’s  con¬ 
clusion  that  “WMU  may  be  not 
only  the  missions  conscience  of 
the  SBC,  but  also  its  loving  heart,” 
Johnson  said,  "The  response  to  our 
first  national  ministry  project 
demonstrates  that  WMU  members 
are  motivated  to  action  by  their 
loving  hearts.” 

A  sfate-by-state  tabulation  will 
be  released  by  WMU  when  totals 
are  complete,  Johnson  said. 


MEDICAL  MISSIONS  IMPERATIVE  —  Overseas  requests  for  medical 
missionaries  are  at  a  10-year  high,  but  few  of  those  needs  are  being  met. 
Only  eight  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board  medical  missionaries 
went  overseas  in  1994,  barely  one-tenth  of  the  number  requested.  Med¬ 
ical  missionaries  play  a  strategic  role  in  foreign  missions  strategy  —  a 
role  increasing  in  importance  as  more  countries  admit  onty  professionals 
who  can  assist  in  national  development.  Above,  missionary  Dr.  Douglas 
Derbyshire  of  Chandler,  Ariz.,  makes  morning  rounds  at  the  Baptist  hospi¬ 
tal  in  Bangkia,  Thailand.  (BP  photo  by  Don  Rutledge) 


(  Jiiirc  h 
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1  -800-65-4- 1  294 


SBC  state  leaders  react  to 
pending  restructure  plan 


The  Executive  Committee  of  without  the  help  from  the  Home  The  (South  Carolina)  Baptist 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Mission  Board.  It  is  clear  that  our  Courier  editor,  John  E.  Roberts, 

(SBC)  was  enthusiastic  in  its  state  conventions  must  become  said:  “Most  of  the  recommenda- 

recent  approval  of  the  restructure  more  self-supporting.”  tions  are  good,  but  with  one  major 

plan  for  the  Convention.  During  its  Presnail  Wood,  editor.  The  mistake.  The  reorganization  is 
February  meeting,  the  committee’s  Baptist  Standard  (Texas),  said  expected  to  be  approved  without 
vote  was  64  to  3  in  favor  of  lecom-  the  report  raises  many  questions:  encountering  much  opposition, 
mending  the  plan  to  the  June  meet-  WiU  the  proposals  lead  state  con-  The  following  observations  are 
ing  of  the  SBC  in  Atlanta.  ventions  to  be  less  cooperative  based  on  that  assumption.  Most 

William  T.  Neal  III,  editor  of  with  the  SBC,  resulting  in  states  by  changes  will  result  in  .operation 
The  Christian  Index  (Georgia),  necessity  keeping  more  of  the  mis-  strengthened  and  dollars  saved, 
said  the  proposal  itself  has  merit  sion  dollar  to  do  mission  work?  That  is  good.  But  there  is  an  offset- 
He  declared  it  “unreasonable  to  Will  such  a  plan  place  more  lead-  ting  price  of  tightened  controls  and 
expect  a  perfect  plan  that  pleases  ership  and  power  in  the  hands  of  centralized  authority,  things  Bap- 
everybody.  With  proper  fine  tun-  fewer  people  in  a  time  when  some  lists  historically  oppose.” 
ing  and  interpretation,”  the  plan  believe  exclusivism  is  hurting  the  Charles  Sullivan,  executive 
has  the  potential  for  serving  South-  work  of  the  SBC?  Why  is  the  SBC  director  for  Indiana,  said:  “It  is  my 
ern  Baptists  well  in  the  years  executive  committee  upgraded  personal  opinion  that  the  changes 
ahead,  said  Neal.  rather  than  downsized?  Baptists  recommended  are  positive  and 

Word  and  Way  editor.  Bob  will  need  more  time  to  understand  will  greatly  enhance  our  work 
Terry  (Missouri),  deplored  the  tim-  all  of  the  implications,  declared  from  2000  forward.  Let’s  go  to  the 
ing  of  the  report,  declaring  the  Wood.  convention  in  Atlanta  to  vote  for 

upcoming  convention  was  sup-  Joy  Fenner,  Texas’  WMU  exec-  the  next  generation  rather  than  to 
posed  to  be  a  celebration  of  the  utive  diieaor,  said,  “It  is  interest-  support  the  status  quo  and  past 
ISOth  anniversary  of  the  SBC.  “It  ing  that  in  a  day  of  intentional  net-  generations.” 
was  to  be  a  healing  time  but  the  working  —  often  through  covenant  R.G.  Puckett  of  North  Caroli- 
Program  and  Structure  Committee  agreements  —  the  one  entity  that  na’s  Biblical  Recorder,  in  an  edi- 
report  changed  all  that.”  Terry  said  for  more  than  lOl^  years  has  called  torial  entitled  “A  reformation  or 
the  report  contains  some  creative  individuals  and  churches  to  leam  demolition?”,  wrote;' “It  is  driven 
proposals  though  they  are  about,  pray  for,  and  give  to  South-  by  a  monolithic  mind-set  and 
described  only  in  the  broadest  ern  Baptist  missions  was  not  money,  much  of  the  former  and 
terms.  Concern  was  expressed  over  acknowledged  as  a  full  partner,  less  and  less  of  the  latter.  Despite 
the  lack  of  involvement  of  the  trus-  The  missions  commitment  and  the  denials,  the  new  system  is  even 
tees  and  administrators  of  various  contributions  of  WMU  were  appar-  more  a  pyramid  that  the  past;  that 
entities.  ertly  neither  known  nor  valu^  by  is  hardly  Baptistic.  It  may  provide 

Don  Wideman,  Missouri  execu-  those  adopting  the  report.”  the  efficiency  of  an  IBM,  a  Gener- 

tive  dirictor,  referred  to  it  as  “dras-  ,,  Marv  Knox,  editor  of  the  West*  al  Motors,  or  a  General  Electric, 
tic  changes”  in  organization  and  ern  Recorder  (Kentucky),  said,  but  it  is  not  a  free  church  in  a 
said,  “We  can  be  sure  we  will  be  “Despite  several  obvious  benefits,  denomination  that  is  absolutely 
required  to  do  more  by  ourselves  the  reorganization  plan  is  ham-  dependent  upon  cooperation.” 

The  (Virginia)  Rdigious  Her¬ 
ald  editor,  Mike  Clingenpeel,  said; 
“Depending  upon  who  was  talking 
last  week  in  the  corridors  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
Executive  Committee  building  in 
Nashville,  the  SBC  reorganization 
plan  either  was  handed  down  from 
a  mountain  on  tablets  of  stone  or 
bubbled  up  from  the  caverns  of 
hell.  The  truth  lies  somewhere  in 
between.  But  the  theological  wrap- 
ping  cannot  hide  the  reality  that 
this  is  a  ’rightsizing’  of  our 
denominational  bureaucracy,  a  cor¬ 
porate  facelift.  It  is  a  makeover  of 
the  SBC  infrastructure  for  the 
Thiid  Millennium.” 

William  G.  Tanner,  executive 
director  for  Oklahoma  Baptists, 
said  he  is  pleased  with  the  reorga¬ 
nization  plan.  “It  is  very  well- 
focused.  mrward-thinking  design. 
If  we  are  serious  about  moving 
toward  the  21st  century,  the  sug¬ 
gestions  they  have  made  are  very 
valid.  The  SBC  will  not  be  the 
same  ever  again,”  he  said. 


Season  for  “Annie”  offering 

Home  missionaries  Charles  (left)  and  Laura  Lea  Chamblee  (middle 
right)  talk  with  members  of  the  Franklin,  Mass.,  church  where  Charles  is 
pastor.Trom  pasta  parties  to  drama  teams,  they  use  creative  outreach  and 
ministries  to  reach  neighbors  unfamiliar  with  the  gospel.  The  Chamblees 
were  spotlighted  during  the  March  5-12  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Mis¬ 
sions.  The  week  began  the  season  of  emphasis  for  the  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  for  Home  Missions.  ^Photo  by  Mark  Sandlin) 


Churches  adopt  Expanded  Annuity  Plan 

t 

The  following  churches  have  adopted  the  E:q)anded  Annuity  Plan 
since  those  reported  in  the  Jan.  S  issue  of  The  Baptist  Record:  North¬ 
west:  Center  Hill;  Rankin:  Providence;  and  Union  County;  Hillcrest. 


'Your  Church 
Cannot  Be  Destroyed 
Your  Church 
Building  Can! 

The  spirit  of  your  Church 
,  cannot  be  destroyed. 

But  your  Church  building  can! 
Protect  it  with 
the  Church  specialists . . . 


SOUND  SYSTEMS  BY 

MASTER  SOUND,  INC. 

Our  years  of  experience  working  with 
churches  has  equipped  uS  to  better 
understand  the  ’speciar  needs  that 
often  make  church  sound  and  media 
systems  different  from  secular  ones. 
The  word  "Ministry’  Is  Important  to  us, 
tool 

CallUsI 

(601)856-7637 

Madison,  MS 


Mark  Qlvana  —  Bob  Ford 
Andy  Moak  —  Kan  Shaarar 
Boylas  Moak  &  Brtckall  Ins. 
P.O.  Box  14247 
Jackson,  MS  38236 
(601)  082-4700 


Holly  Springs  (Lincoln): 
March  19;  services,  11  a.m.;  noon 
lunch;  special  music  at  1  p.m.  fea¬ 
turing  Obadiah;  A.  Hilton  Lane 
^eaker;  Esther  Martin,  music, 
(jlenn  Mclnnis.  pastor. 

Puckett  (Rankin):  April  23; 
Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  services, 
1 1  a.m.;  dinner  in  fellowship  hall 
at  noon;  Alvin  Doyle,  guest  speak¬ 
er,  Barry  Ward,  pastor. 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovatiotis 


PREFERRED  RISK  MUTUAL 
INSURANCE  COMPANY  #  _ 

A  McmbOT  of  PREFERRED  RISK  GROUP 

Os  Manes,  kMU 


America'i  Nondrinken  Insurance  Company! 

“Endoraad  By  Aimulty  Board  of 
Boutham  Baptlat  Convantfon” 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Revival  Dates 


Midway,  Newton:  March  17-  Bobby  l»viii,  Holcomb,  iiuisit 
19;  Youth  emphaMs;  Tom  Prather,  Randy  Ashley,  pastor. 

Clinton,  evangelist;  Kimberly 

Edmonds,  Lake,  music;  Fri.-Sat.,  Mt.  Zion,  Florence:  Maa'li  19- 
7:30  p.m.;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  22;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  1  p.m., 

p.m.;  Wayne Miley, pa.stor.  noon  dinner;  Mon. -Wed.,  7:30 

p.m.;  Scott  Thomas,  Knoxville. 
Forest  (Scott):  March  19-22;  Tenn.,  evangelist;  Jamie  Haye.s. 
Sunday,  11  am.  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-  Florence,  music;  Sandy  Sartor. 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Stan  Fomea,  Clinton,  Pearl,  special  guest;  Tommy 
evangelist;  Bill  Bacon,  Clinton,  Bulkin,  pastor, 
music;  S.A.  “Sonny”  Adkins,  pas¬ 
tor.  New  Providence,  Derma: 

March  19-22;  “Here’s  Hope” 
First,  Tunica:  March  19-22;  simultaneous  revival;  Sunday,  6 
Sunday,  11  am.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-  p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Mike 
Wed.,  services  at  noon  (widi  lunch)  Ramage,  Vardaman,  evangelist: 
and  7  p.m.;  Bill  Causey,  executive  Janet  Ramage,  Vardaman,  music: 
director,  Mississippi  Baptist  Con-  Rex  Ard,  pastCM*. 
vendon  Board,  Ja^on,  evangelist; 

David  Tinsley,  Claiksdale,  music;  East  Mt.  Zion,  Baldwyn: 
Joe  T.  Lushy,  pastor.  March  19-24;  7  p.m.  nightly;  Ben 

Harper,  Tupelo,  evangel;  Gerald 
Ruth  (Lincoln):  March  19-22;  Waldrip,  Randolph,  music;  Gerald 
Sunday,  lutKh  served  following  Cagle,  pastor, 
morning  service;  Barry  Cutrer, 

evangeli^  Phillip  Alford,  music;  Antioch,  Leakesville:  March 
Jimmy  Houston,  pastor.  19-22;  “Here’s  Hope”  harvest 

revival;  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  and  ikmhi 
Shoii  Creek  (Yazoo)i  March  meal;  7  nightly;  John  W.  Henry. 
19-21;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  covered  DOM,  George  and  Green  counties, 
dish  dinner  at  noon,  and  1:30  pm.  evangeli.st;  Bill  RicLs,  Leak&sviUe: 
singing;  no  night  service;  Moa  arxl  Kenneth  McLendon,  pastor. 

Tues.,  7  pm.;  Mike  Routen,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Norris  Abies,  pastor. 

Holcomb  (Grenada):-youth 
revival  March  17-19;  7  p.m.  night¬ 
ly;  Sunday,  11  a.m.;  Dennis 
McKay,  Greenwood,  evangelist; 


seeks  host  families  for  students 
from  a  number  of  different  courv 
tries.  Students  between  the  ages  of 
IS  and  18  are  carefully  screened 
by  ISE  for  suitability.  They  bring 
their  own  sperxiing  money  and  are 
covered  by  health  insurance. 
These  students  speak  English  arxl 
are  anxious  to  share  their  native 
culture  with  an  American  family. 
Call  to  learn  mote  about  ISE’s  stu- 
International  ..  Student  dent  programs,  or  to  become  an 
Exchange,  Inc.  (ISE),  presently  area  representative. 


First  Church  of  Black  Forest,  Qualifications  include  a  bachelor’s 
Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  .seeks  a  degree  and  five  years  experience 
bivocational  associate  pastor  of  in  accounting,  business,  finance, 
music/worship.  Send  resumes  by  c»'  related  field.  Candidates  should 
March  31  to:  10915  Black  Forest  submit  a  letter  of  application,  a 
Road,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  resume,  and  at  least  th^  letters  of 
80908.  reference  to  Thomas  E.  Clifton, 

president.  The  address  is  741  N. 

Woodland  Hills  Church,  31st  Street,  Kansas  City,  KS 
Jackson,  will  host  a  “Power  66102. 

Encounter,”  March  24-26.  The 
seminar  will  be  led  by  Jennifer 
Kennedy  Dean,  from  her  book. 

The  Praying  Life:  Living 
Beyond  Your  Limits.  Session 
times  will  be:  Friday,  6:30-9  p.m.; 

Saturday,  8:30  a.m.- 12  p.m.;  and 
Sunday,  10:45  a.m.  worship.  Deaf 
interpretation  and  nursery  will  be 
provided.  To  register  or  for  more 
information,  call  the  church  at 
(601)981-1411. 


The  Gospel  Messengers, 
singing  group  of  Florence,  has 
recently  signed  a  recording  con¬ 
tract  with  Mountain  Tq) 'Records 
of  Cleveland,  Tenn.  Their  first 
album  with  the  company  is  titled, 
“Built  on  Rock,”  and  was  released 
in  February. 


My  preteenage  children  refuse  oq)t  at  their  age.  Forcing  them  to 
to  visit  their  grandmother  in  the  go  to  the  nursing  home  may  cie- 
nursing  home.  Should  I  use  my  ate  resentment  toward  you  rather 
parental  aut^rity  to  force  them  than  establishing  the  solution  you 
to  go?  seek  to  this  problem. 

Before  exercising  your  I  have  no  joy  in  my  Christian 
parental  authority,  find  out  what  it  life.  I  always  feel  so  negative. 
is  about  the  nursing  home  that  How  can  I  become  more  joyful 
bothers  your  preteens.  (Keep  in  and  positive? 
mind  preteens  are  bothered  by  a 

lot  of  things  anyway.)  They  may  Joy  is  an  inner  condition, 
not  be  bothered  as  much  by  their  while  happiness  is  based  on  our 
grandmother  as  they  are  by  just  circumstances.  Scripture  tells  us, 
being  in  the  nursing  home.  What  "...  the  joy  of  the  Lord  is  your 
are  their  feelings  about  their  strength”  (Neh.  8:10,  NTV).  Are 
grandmother?  Are  they  fearful  of  you  certain  that  you  lack  joy,  or 
the  nursing  home?  Do  they  think  are  you  unhappy  with  your  cir- 
the  nursing  home  isn’t  “cool”?  Is  cumstances?  We  become  negative 
it  “creepy”  to  them  because  of  the  when  we  focus  on  our  circum- 
presence  of  so  many  older  peo-  stances  because  many  things 
pie?  By  respecting  their  concerns,  around  us  are  hurtful,  sad,  or 
you  can  enlist  them  in  finding  inconsistent.  If  we  keep  our  eyes 
alternatives  that  will  allow  them  on  the  Lord  and  study  his  W^, 
to  keep  in  touch  with  their  grand-  we  find  hope  and  peace.  A  (Thrist- 
mother.  They  can  telephone  her  ian’s  life  is  a  continuing  process 
once  a  week.  They  can  send  a  of  learning  the  ups  and  downs  of 
card,  maybe  even  a  homemade  normal  existence.  We  are  not 
one.  They  can  bake  cookies  or  promised  an  easy  life  as  Chris- 
buy  a  gift  and  send  it  with  you  on  dans  but  we  are  promised,  “I  will 
your  next  visit.  Give  them  time  to  never  leave  you  nor  forsake  you” 
accept  that  they  may  never  again  (Josh.  1:5,  NIV).  We  become 
see  grandmother  as  they  remem-  more  joyful  and  positive  when  we 
ber  her.  They  are  learning  valu-  choose  to  see  (jod  in  all  things 
able  lessons  about  life,  death,  and  reahze  that  he  is  walking  with 
aging,  and  decision-making  —  us  during  difficult  times  as  well 
s^Ils  of  which  they  have  no  con-  as  good  times. 


First  Church,  Ridgeland,  will 
host  Alvin  and  Mary  Doyle,  for¬ 
eign  mi.ssTonaries  on  furlough 
from  Nigeria,  West  Africa,  to 
.speak  on  March  19  at  10  a.m.  and 
6  p.m.  He  is  a  former  staff  mem¬ 
ber  at  Rrst  Church  and  was  pastor 
of  Rrst  Church,  Puckett. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  birxling  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"InlernationaUy  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Be>  30S-C  —  Qreenwoed,  Mtaa.  Saaso  — 


Funeral  costs  are  rising —  Do  you  lutve  the  protection  your  family  needs? 

Our  Plan  Oft ers: 

Up  to  $10,(XX3  of  immediate  whole  life  insurance 
Protection  to  help  cover  your  final  expenses.  No  Medical 
Exams  required.  (Ages  0-85  may  apply) 

For  personal  service  and  peace  of  mind,  call: 

EJl  Hutton  Insurance,  1-800-880-2305 

P.O.  Boor  26,  Clinton,  MS  39060  —  “Serving  Mississippi  aver  30  years" 


Calvary  Church,  Durant,  will 
feature  the  ■  Howards  from 
Kosciusko  at  a  gospel  singing  on 
March  18  at  7  p.m. 

Cherry  Creek  Church,  Pon¬ 
totoc,  will  host  a  lay  renewal 
weekend  March  24-26.  James  A. 
Lewis  is  pastor. 

Central  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  seeks  candidates  to  fill 
twiy  positions.  The  first  is  a  faculty 
position  in  homiletics  beginning 
fall  1995.  Candidates  are  required 
to  have  leadership  skills,  experi¬ 
ence  in  both  church  and  class¬ 
room,  and  hold  a  doctor’s  degree 
(Ph.D.,  Th.D.,  D.Min.).  Send  cur¬ 
riculum  vitae  to  Dean  Russel  A. 
Jones.  The  second  position  is  vice 
president  for  business  affairs. 


RATE:  60  iwnia  per  word,  $5  mfa^um.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract 
adveitiains-  inokide  name,  addreaa,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count. 
Nobindadft. 


CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories.  Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
pulpit/judicial  robes,  paraments.  (601)693-4451. 

MURPHY  ROBES/Mac's  Robes, 

Charles  McGlocklin,  Authorized  ALTA  WOODS  BAPTIST  Day 
Dealer.  Jackson  area  (601)  825-  Care,  Jackson,  is  taking  applica- 
1317,  statewide  1 -800-898- MACS,  tions  for  caregivers,  full  time  and 

part  time.  Call  (601)  372-5188  for 
BAPTISTRY/BATHTUB  REPAIR,  information. 

Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too 

large  or  smaH.  Statewide  servicb.  ATTN:  JACKSON  —  Postal  posi- 
No  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub  tions  available.  Permanent  full- 
Repair,  118  S.  McCrary  Rd.,  time  for  clerks/sorters.  Full  Bene- 
Coiumbus,  MS  39702;  1-800-  fits.  For  exam  date,  application, 
349-2882.  and  salary  info:  (708)  264-1600. 

ext.  4307,  8  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 

OFFICE  COPY  MACHINE.  Ricoh 

FT  2260.  Bought  new  Oct.  '90.  HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
Under  continuous  service  con-  Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
tract.  Purchase  price  of  $2644.70.  Repair.  MURPHY  ROBE  SALES. 
Selling  price,  $799.  Ideal  for  small  Call  (601)  483-3171  or  1 -800- 
church  or  business.  (601)  285-  368-2705,. 

6296. 

NEED  A  FUNDRAISER?  We 

offer  Buy-One,  Get-One  coupon 
books,  M&M  products,  and  wrap¬ 
ping  paper.  Call  Fund  Raisers  of 
Mississippi,  (601 )  366-8748. 


Send  your  couaaeUug  questioua  to  UfeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord,  r.O.  Box  330,  Juckmoa,  MS  59203-0330.  Flemoe  be  brief.  tUasse 
la  aot  required.  Beaaemben  ks  tiase  of  criala,  your  pstator  emu  make 
recoausseudmtioaa  oa  yoar  couaaeling  aeeda. 


Lottie  Moon 


Booneville  Church,  Booneville, 
exceeded  its  goal  of  $20,000.  The 
total  amount  wa.s  $20,314.35, 
which  was  the  largest  amount 
received  in  the  history  of  the 
church.  Paul  Brown  is  interim  pas¬ 
tor. 


ALL  NEW  CHAMPION  CRUSADER 

1 4  Passenger  Full  Size  Bus 
NO  CDL  REQUIRED 

Bus  Supply  Company 
Hwy.  98  East 

(601)684>2900  McComb,  MS  1-800-748-8^1 


Cedar  Grove,  Leakesville, 
received  a  total  amount  of 
$1,224.14.  Thii^was  the  largest 
amount  ever  received  and  exceed 
the  goal  of  $1,000.  The  GAs 
encouraged  participation  in  ^ving 
with  a  visual  display  of  a  “Rainbow 
of  God’s  Treasures.”  S.L.  Wil¬ 
liamson  is  pastor. 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS; 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
fra*  asfimat*  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothars,  P.O.  Box  186,  Maridian, 


staff  Changes  ‘ 


Jo^in  Brock  has  resigned  as 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Pearl, 
and  accepted  the  Emmanuel 
Church  of  Pine  Bluff.  Ark. 

George  D.  (Billy)  Credille 
accepted  the  pastorate  of  Old- 
town  Church  effective  Dec.  18. 
His  previous  place  of  service  was 
Pilgrims  Rest  Church,  Panola 
County.  He  also  served  churches 
in  Prentiss  and  Tishomingo  coun¬ 
ties. 

New  Prospect  Church,  Leake 
County,  has  called  James  War¬ 
ren  as  pastor. 

Philip  Smith  has  accepted  the 
pastorate  of  State  Boulevard 

Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries. 

(Van  Winkle  tained  glafs.  carpet,! 

steeples,  lighting. 

Church  folding  doors.l 

_  ...  „  theater  seals 

Furnishmgs  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 

In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 

Wn  remodel  &  paint 


Church,  Meridian.  He  previous¬ 
ly  served  Momingside  Church, 
ShrevqKut,  La. 

Billy  Brumfield  resigned 
Roiling  Creek  Church,  Clarke 
County,  to  become  pastor  at 
Immanuel  Church,  Vicksburg, 
effective  March  12. 

Roy  Garrison  of  Pine  Hill  has 
retired  from  the  active  pastorate. 
He  is  available  for  pulpit  supplv 
Call  (601)  482-5383. 


SBC  registration 
cards 

Registration  cards  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention’s 
annual  meeting  in  Atlanta,  Ga., 
<m  June  20-22  arc  availabfe  from 
tte  o£6ce  of  Bill  Causey,  Missis¬ 
sippi  Btqitist  Convention  Board 
executive  director-treasurer.  For 
more  information,  call  (800) 
748-1651,  or  (601)  968-3800, 
cxX.  3801. 


Names  in  the  News 


Friday  -  March  31, 1995  -  730  PJM. 
MONROE  CIVIC  CENTER  - 
MONROE,  LA 

feahtrmg 

The  Cathedrals 
Brian  Free  and  Assurance 
Phil  Cross  and  Poet  Voices 

Tidcet  Loaitions 

Pathway  Bookstore 
Pecanland  Mall  •  Monroe,  LA 
KMCTTV  ' 

701  Parkwood  •  W.  Monroe,  LA 

7:30  P.M. 
Saturday 
April  1, 1995 

SLU  UNIVERSITY  CENTER 
HAMMOND,  LA 

feaiuring 

The  Cathedrals 

Jerry  Clower  ♦  Phil  Cross  and  Poet  Voices 

Tidcet  Locations 

Gifts  of  Love  •  428  AuetiuSt  •  Bogalusa,  LA 
Faith  Christian  Book  Store  •  1337  Cause  Blvd.  •  SlldelL  LA 
Christian  Bookstore  •  8312  Florida  Blvd.  •  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
Sonlife  Christian  Boc^cstore  •  2730  W,  Thomas  St  *  Hammond,  LA 
Living  Word  Christian  Bookstore  *  9l3  Eielaware  Ave.  •  McComb,  MS 
Agape  House  of  Christian  Books  •  TKn  Hwy  190  £  Service  Rd.  •  Covington,  LA 


TICKET  PRICES 

Adults  $12  advance 

$14  at  the  door 
Children:  $5  (12  4t  under) 

-a- 

Prites  «iv  for  either  I’ri'Cruni 


These  Programs  wnx  be 
Sellouts  so  Get  Your 
Tickets  Early 
For  more  information 
CALL  1-800-458-6514 


MAILORDERS 
Make  check  payable  to: 
Floyd  Kennedy 
PYomotions 
P.O.  Box  2841 
Hammond,  LA  70404 


Darmy  R.  Rutland,  of  Clinton, 
has  been  named  executive  director 
of  development  at  Mississippi 
CoUege.  He  assumed  the  position 
March  15.  Rut¬ 
land  was  for¬ 
merly  Director 
of  Development 
and  Trust  Exec¬ 
utive  Vice  Pres¬ 
ident  at  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist 
Mescal  Center. 

He  received  the 
bachelor  of  aits 
degree  from  Rut'ano 
Mississippi  College  in  1976.  Rut¬ 
land  was  regional  development 
director  for  Golden  Gate  Seminary 
from  1986-1989  and  director  of 
publications  for  development  at 
Reformed  Theological  Seminary 
from  1983-1986. 

Doug  Mitchell  was  ordained  to 
the  deacon  min-  ^ 

istry  at  Kossuth 
Church  in 
Alcorn  County. 

His  father,  Gary 
D.  Mitchell,  is 
currently  serv¬ 
ing  as  chairman  , 
of  the  deacons,  ga 
Kevin  Wallace 
is  pastor.  MitcheU 


Pauline  Moore  was  recently 
recognized  by  First  Church, 
Kosciusko,  upon  the  occasion  of 
her  20th  anniversary  as  organist. 
At  the  morning  service  on  Feb.  5, 
Warren  Ferguson,  chairman  of  the 
personnel  committee,  presented 
her  with  a  Gorham  crystal  bowl. 
Following  the  evening  service, 
Moore  was  honored  with  a  recep¬ 
tion.  Faye  Wiggers  is  minister  of 
music  and  Barry  Corbett  is  pastor. 

Aubrey  Moore,  retired  pastor 
and  a  member  of  First  Church, 
Batesville,  has  spearheaded  a  cam¬ 
paign  through  his  weekly  Bible 
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class  to  reach  die  needy  in  Central 
America.  Over  4,400  Spanish 
Bibles  have  been  sent  to  the  mis¬ 
sion  field  in  Honduras.  The  Bibles 
are  distributed  by  Christians  finm 
Batesville  participating  on  evange¬ 
listic  medical  teams.  Outreach  has 
not  been  limited  to  Bibles  alone. 
Generators,  sound  systems,  musi¬ 
cal  instruments,  and  public 
address  systems  have  been  sent. 
For  more  information  write  Tim 
Robertson,  First  Baptist  Church, 
104-108  Panola  Ave.,  Batesville, 
MS  38606  or  call  (601)  563-7655. 

First  Church,  Cleveland,  on 
Feb.  26  honored  Billie  Breland 
for  40  years  as 
librarian  She 
was  presented  a 
plaque,  and 
members  pur¬ 
chased  b(x>ks  to 
be  presented  to 
the  library  as  a 
part  of  Librarian 
Appreciation 

Breland 

Emmanuel  Church,  Grenada, 
on  Jan.  15  suiprised  Clarence  J. 
Cooper  Jr.  with  a  special  Pastor 
Appreciation  Day  to  mark  the^j 
beginning  of  his  10th  year  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  Ei^anuel  Church,  and  the 
beginning  of  his  25th  year  in  the 
ministry.  He  and  his  wife,  Dar¬ 
lene,  were  presented  an  all- 
expense-paid  trip  to  the  Holy  Land 
to  be  taken  later  this  year. 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  Texas  Bap¬ 
tists  have  tsqiped  a  former  state 
convention  president  and  veteran 
pastor  to  tackle  the  problem  of 
churches  firing  their  ministers.  At 
its  March  7  meeting  in  Dallas,  the 
convention’s  executive  board 
^elected  James  R.  “Dick”  Maples, 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Bryan,  for 
16  years,  as  coordinator  of  the 
new  office  of  minister/ebureb  rela¬ 
tions.  Before  becoming  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Bryan,  Maples 
served  churches  in  Texas  Qty,  £1 
Paso,  and  Abilene,  Texas;  and 
Waynesville,  N.C.  He  earned  the 
bachelor  of  arts  degree  fixxn  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College,  Cl^ton. 

Robby  Sutton  of  Brandon  and 
Ellen  Holden  of  Granbuiy,  Texas, 
both  music  majors  at  Mississippi 
College,  will  present  their  com¬ 
bined  senior  voice  recital  on 
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March  20  at  3  p.m.  in  Aven  Hall 
Auditorium  on  the  MC  campus. 
Both  are  students  of  Gerald  Clax- 
ton.  The  recital  is  free. 
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Amy  Nash  (right),  daughter  of 
Sandra  and  Ben  Nash  of  Clinton, 
has  been  named  recipient  of  the 
Suzanne  Nobles  Memorial  Scholar¬ 
ship  at  Mississippi  College  for  the 
1994-1995  school  year.  The  schol¬ 
arship  was  established  in  1973  by 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Nobles,  along 
with  their  daughter,  Sandra  Nash, 
to  honor  their  daughter  and  sister, 
Suzanne,  killed  in  an  accident  at 
age  15.  The  scholarship  is  present¬ 
ed  to  the  most  outstanding  young 
woman  of  the  freshman  class.  Pic¬ 
tured  with  Nash  is  Howell  W.  Todd, 
president  of  Mississippi  College. 


Tuckers  Crossing  Church,  Lau¬ 
rel,  recently  celebrated  Lorrle  Tan- 
nar’s  15th  anniversary  as  music 
director.  Eddie  Bryant,  pastor,  pre¬ 
sented  her  with  a  love  gift  from  the 
church  and  a  certificate  commemo¬ 
rating  her  years  of  service.  At  a 
reception  following  the  service, 
additional  gifts  were  presented  to 
Tanner  and  the  choir  performed  a 
song  written  especially  for  her. 


Worth  the 


Louis  Parkins  (left)  was  recog¬ 
nized  for  his  23  years  of  service  as 
advisor  for  the  Baptist  Student 
Union  at  Hinds  Community  College. 
He  is  a  member  of  First  Church. 
Raymonef.  Jaff  Powall  (right),  is 
BSU  director  at  Hinds. 
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By  Greg  Potts 
1  Corinthians  10 
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It  h^pens  every  fall  —  a  highly  ranked  collegiate  foot¬ 
ball  team  is  “upset”  by  a  team  that  is  not  as  highly  ranked. 
Many  times,  the  reason  for  this  is  over-confidence.  The 
higter  ranked  team  believes  what  is  said  about  it  and 
begins  believing  they  cannot  be  beaten.  In  preparation  for  a 
team  that  is  not  stq>posed  to  be  netuly  as  talented,  they  feel 
that  little  effort  will  be  needed.  The  result:  they  are  beaten 
because  they  ate  over-confident. 

Is  it  possible  to  be  over-confident  as  a  Christian?  Paul 
said  it  was.  He  dealt  with  that  in  this  text.  Many  of  the 
Christians  in  Corinth  were  trying  to  live  the  Christian  life 
while  keeping  one  foot  in  the  world.  They  wanted  to  con¬ 
tinue  eating  meat  that  had  been  offered  to  pagan  idols.  The 
problem  was  that  many  of  the  newer  Christians  were  not 
mature  enough  to  understand  that  food  could  not  harm 
them.  Paul  k^w  there  was  nothing  wrong  with  the  meat, 
but  if  it  offended  anyone,  be  felt  it  best  to  abstain. 

This  was  the  couttsel  he  gave  the  Corinthians.  He  went 
on  to  remind  them  of  th^ligfat  of  the  Israelites  in  their 
wilderness  wanderings.  Tney,  too,  had  b^ome  over-confi¬ 
dent  and  were  punisted.  Paul  did  not  want  the  same  thing 
to  happen  to  Uk  Corinthians. 

Paul  is  dealing  with  something  every  Christian  con¬ 
fronts  —  temptation.  How  do  w^  five  the  Christian  life  and 
abstain  from  things  that  could  harm  our  Christian  witness? 
Paul  tells  us  how  in  this  text. 

The  woes  of  Israel  (vv.  1-6).  Paul  reminded  the 
jCorinthian  Christians  of  the  problems  Israel  confronted  in 
their  wilderness  wanderings.  Paul’s  use  of  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  in  this  section  of  Scripture  is  an  example  of  the  typo¬ 
logical  method  of  biblical  interpretation.  In  typology,  fore¬ 
shadowings  of  future  events  are  found  in  the  history  of 
Israel.  For  example,  the  church  in  the  wilderness  in  the  Old 
Testament  is  a  type  of  the  church  at  Corinth.  The  exodus 
from  Egypt  is  God’s  act  for  the  salvation  of  Israel  (Broad- 
man  Bible  Commentary,  vol.  10,  p.  346). 

Paul  says  that  just  as  Israel  was  punished  for  a  lack  of 
faithfulness  by  wandering  in  the  wfldemess  for  40  years, 
the  Corinthians  could  face  the  same  fate.  The  same  is  true 
for  eveiy  Christian.  Most  of  us  have  beard  of  someone 
falling  in  the  Christian  hfe  and  have  reqK>nded,  “That  will 
never  happen  to  me.”  Well,  it  can  happen  to  anyone.  We 
are  reminded  of  the  woes  of  Israel  as  proof. 

The  warning  of  the  Lord  (v.  12).  Paul  says,  “Therefore 
let  him  who  thinks  he  stands  take  heed  lest  he  fall.”  This  is 
a  direct  warning  not  to  become  overconfident.  Paul 
reminds  the  Corinthians  that  the  woes  of  Israel  were 
recorded  so  that  other  generations  would  not  repeat  their 
mistakes. 

This  reminds  us  of  one  of  the  most  important  filings  in 
resisting  temptation  —  Bible  study.  The  psalmist  said, 

“Thy  word  I  nave  treasured  in  my  heart.  That  I  may  not  sin 
against  Thee”  (Psa.  1 19:1 1).  The  Bible  tefls  us  that  when 
our  Lord  was  tempted,  he  resisted  all  three  temptations  by 
quoting  Scrqrture  (Matt.  4:1-11). 

If  you  are  having  difficulty  resisting  temptation,  it 
may  be  because  you  are  not  studying  God’s  word  with 
regularity.  Why  not  begin  this  Sunday  by  joining  a  Bible 
study  class  in  your  church?  Paul  reminds  us  of  the  warn¬ 
ing  of  the  Lord. 

The  Word  of  the  Lord  (v.  13).  This  verse  is  a  great 
word  of  encouragement  for  all  Christians.  Paul  assures  us 
that  we  will  never  encounter  any  type  of  temptation  that 
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Paul  speaks  of  a  “way  of  escape.”  The  word  that  is  translat¬ 
ed  escape  means  “a  way  out  of  defile,  a  mountain  pass.” 

The  idea  is  of  an  army  that  is  s^arently  surrounded  and 
then  fifxls  a  mountain  pass  through  which  to  escape  (Bar¬ 
clay,  The  Letters  to  the  Corinthians,  p.  90).  Thus,  God 
helps  us  to  deal  with  temptatioa  What  area  of  life  are  you 
struggling  with?  Remember,  no  one  is  too  great  a  Christian 
to  stumble.  Stay  in  God’s  Word  to  help  you  resist  the 
temptation  and  trust  the  Lord. 

James  offers  some  great  advice  on  resisting  temptation. 
He  says,  “Submit  therefore  to  God.  Resist  the  devil  and  he 
will  flee  from  you”  (James  4:7).  Draw  near  to  God  today! 

Potts  is  pastor,  First  Church,  Vandeavc. 


By  Sylvia  Fleming 
Jeremiah  37-45 


Jeremiah  lived  during  the  period  in  which  the  city  of 
Jerusalem  was  being  destroyed.  Nebuchadnezzar,  king 
of  Babylon,  had  the  city  under  siege.  However,  he 
stopped  the  siege  because  of  the  t^at  Egypt  posed. 
That  withdrawal  is  detailed  in  (Thapters  37-38.  Jeremiah 
attempted  to  leave  the  city,  due  to  his  mental  and  physi¬ 
cal  exhaustion.  He  was  arrested  for  desertion  and  placed 
in  a  dungeon. 

At  that  time  Zedekiab  was  king  of  Judah  and  continued 
Jehoialdm’s  evil  practices.  Zedelriah  brought  both  Judah 
and  Jerusalem  into  terrific  danger.  He  ma^  things  even 
worse  by  rebelling  against  Nebuchadnezzar.  Because 
T^deldah  wanted  a  word  fiom  the  Lord,  he  agreed  to  have 
the  prophet  Jeremiah  moved  from  the  dungeon  to  a  less 
offensive  prison.  The  princes,  however,  threw  Jeremiah 
into  a  filthy  pit  of  muck  and  mire  where  he  would  have 
drowned  h^  it  not  been  for  the  intervention  of  an 
Ethiopian  eunuch,  Ebed-melecb.  Zedelriah  changed  his 
mind  once  again. 

Zedelriah  was  a  weak  low-life  whose  mind  changed 
every  time  the  wind  changed.  Privately,  be  was  sympathet¬ 
ic  to  Jeremiah,  but  was  too  weak  to  staiid  up  to  the  princes 
—  court  officials. 

Once  again,  Zedelriah  sought  the  advice  of  Jeremiah. 
However,  each  time  the  king  asked  for  advice,  it  was  for  a 
very  selfish  reason.  Having  learned  from  his  past  experi¬ 
ences,  Jeremiah  bargained  for  his  own  life  before  he 
agreed.  He  then  advised  Zedelriah  to  save  Jerusalefm  and 
his  own  life  by  surrendering. 

At  the  end  of  the  siege,  Zedekiab  atKl  his  troops  escaped 
at  night,  but  the  Chaldeans  overtook  them.  They  took  the, 
captured  king  to  their  headquarters.  While  Zedelriah 
watched,  they  murdered  his  sons,  put  out  his  eyes,  shack¬ 
led  him,  then  took  him  to  Babylon  as  a  captive.  One  must 
always  obey  God  or  suffer  the  consequences. 

Johanan,  one  of  the  remnant  who  submitted  to  Gedaliah 
(Nebuchadnezzar’s  governor)  and  tried  to  warn  him  of  an 
assassiruition,  but  the  governor  refused  to  believe  Johanan 
After  Isbmael  assassinated  the  governor,  Johanan  tried  to 
avenge  his  death,  but  was  unabte  to  do  so.  Because  he  so 
feared  Nebuchadnezzar  as  a  result  of  the  death,  he  took  his 
mOT  arxl  hid  near  Bethlehem.  Due  to  their  frightening  situ¬ 
ation,  they  asked  Jeremiah  to  intercede  for  them  with  God. 
They  needed  godly  guidance  regarding  their  course  of 
action.  They  promised  that  they  would  obey  God  and  stay 
in  the  center  of  his  will.  God  answered  their  plea  and  told 
ttem  to  remain  in  their  land  and  he  would  be  by  then- 
sides,  and  they  would  not  have  to  fear  Nebuclwlnezzar. 
They  had  planned  to  flee  to  Egypt  but  were  instructed  not 
to  do  so.  If  they  were  to  go  to  Egypt,  Nebuchadnezzar 
would  invade  Egypt,  arxl  they  would  die  by  his  sword, 
starvation,  or  a  terrible  disease.  There  would  be  no  sur¬ 
vivors. 

Jeremiah  delivered  the  Word  from  the  Lord,  and  the 
very  people  who  had  promised  to  follow  God  reneged. 
Th^  even  accused  Jeremiah  of  having  lied  to  them.  Thus, 
they  refused  God’s  guidance  and  his  will,  and  then  fled  to 
Eg^.  Not  only  did  they  flee,  but  they  also  forced  Jeremi¬ 
ah  arxl  Baruch  to  go  with  them.  Those  people  fled  to  a  land 
from  wheiK^e  God  had  oix*  delivered  them.  They  hoped  to 
flee  the  sword,  famine,  arxl  pestilence,  but  in  doing  so, 
they  completely  brought  themselves  into  disobedient  cir- 
cumstarxxs  that  would  cause  God  to  turn  his  face  from 
them. 

It  is  always  wise  to  realize  that  if  God  has  the  power 
to  keep  one  from  hell,  that  he  certainly  has  the  power 
to  take  care  of  any  devilishly,  worldly  circumstances 
that  might  tefall  someone.  Stand  firm  and  realize  that 
“...  greater  is  he  that  is  in...  [me],  than  he  that  is  in  the 
world”  (1  John  4:4). 

Fleming  is  an  English  teacher  and  member  of  Har¬ 
mony  Church,  Louisville. 


By  Mkhael  Johnson 
Mark  12 


What  is  most  important  in  your  life?  The  single  answer 
to  this  question  for  many  is  “me!”  Others  might  indicate  that 
family  occupies  a  prime  position  in  daily  living.  Church  and 
business  are  some  of  the  institutions  that  others  would  list  as 
priority.  These  answers  are  only  partially  correct.  There  are 
really  several  things  to  which  wc  should  be  committed. 

How  important  are  taxes?  We  are  now  less  than  a 
month  away  from  the  infamous  April  15  deadline.  While  no 
one  may  enjoy  paying  taxes,  all  of  us  no  doubt  enjoy  the 
vast  benefits  of  living  in  a  society  that  provides  so  much  to 
its  citizens.  We  cannot  therefme  enjoy  just  the  good  thingg 
arxl  opt  out  of  the  responsibilities. 

Jesus’  enemies  approach  him  with  a  question  of  tax  pay¬ 
ment  as  a  means  to  entrsq)  him.  In  their  way  of  thinking,  if 
Jesus  endorses  the  government’s  right  to  tax  he  would  lose 
the  support  of  the  peqrle.  On  the  other  harxl,  if  Jesus 
oppos^  the  payment  of  taxes  they  could  then  report  him  to 
the  officials  as  a  traitor. 

Ta^  aren’t  ultimately  important.  Jesus  asks  for  a 
coin  (interestingly  he  did  not  have  one  of  his  own)  arxl 
shows  that  the  people  had  already  settled  this  question.  By 
ac^pting  the  legal  tender  of  the  day  (which  had  the  emper¬ 
or’s  image  engraved)  the  people  had  already  acknowledged 
the  authority  of  the  state  in  their  lives  and  there  was  a 
responsibility  which  foUowed.  There  is  a  limit,  however. 

E. A.  Abbot  suggests  that  Jesus’  response  could  be  urxler- 
stood  as  indicating  that  the  coin  belonged  to  Caesar  because 
it  had  his  image  stamped  on  it.  Man,  however,  has  the  image 
of  God  stamp^  upon  him  arxl  therefore  belongs  to  God!  As 
long  as  the  state  remains  within  its  boimdaries  the  itxlividual 
should  be  bouixl  to  give  the  appropriate  loyalty  arxl  service. 
Ultimately,  however,  the  state  arxl  man  belong  to  God  arxl 
whenever  the  interests  of  both  conflict,  loyalty  to  God 
should  come  first. 

We  might  assume  theoretically  as  Americans  this  should 
never  be  a  {xoblem  sirx*  our  system  dictates  that  the  iixli- 
vidual  citizen  ultimately  directs  the  affairs  of  government. 
Would  it  fiierefore  ixH  follow  that  if  each  Christian  would 
be  responsible  to  both  God  and  the  state,  the  state  would 
always  be  following  the  dictates  of  God? 

What  is  ultimately  important?  Jesus  is  asked  this  very 
question  which  was  heavily  debated  in  the  rabbinic  schools. 
The  oral  tradition  had  added  huixlreds  of  laws  arxl  stipula¬ 
tions  arxl  there  was  forever  a  tetxlency  to  summarize  the 
essence  of  the  law  into  one  command.  Asked  by  a  young 
scholar,  it  is  also  representative  of  a  question  that  has  been 
asked  by  every  person  who  has  sought  meaning  in  his  hfe. 

Love  for  G(m1  is  ultimately  importanL  Jesus’  answer 
was  not  a  new  one  to  his  audience.  Quoting  Deuteronoiny 
6:4,  krrown  as  the  Shema,  it -was  familiar  to  every  Jewish 
man,  woman,  arxl  child..Tbese  were  the  first  words  that 
were  said  by  every  devout  Jew  on  awakening  in  thn  morning 
and  the  last  words  said  bef(»e  sleeping.  These  words  were 
echoed  in  the  synagogues  arxl  in  the  temple.  These  words 
were  also  found  strapped  on  the  priests’  arms  and  head- 
bands  arxl  were  also  embedded  in  the  door  fhunes  of  every 
Jewish  home. 

Love  for  others- is  important,  too.  Jesus  did  not  stop 
with  one  verse,  but  added  a  secot^  one  which  was  also 
familiar  to  his  audience,  Leviticus  19:18.  No  teacher  before 
had  put  the^  two  statemeiKs  together  and  here  we  see  a 
complete  picture  of  what  should  be  of  ultimate  importarx:e 
in  our  life.  (It  is  also  interesting  to  see  that  Jesus  summa- 
ri:^  the  Ten  Conunandmeixs  in  these  two  verses:  relation¬ 
ship  with  God  [1-4]  arxl  relationship  with  man  [5-10].) 

First  wc  have  to  be  at  peace  with  ourselves.  Out  of  this 
self-acceptance  we  will  lx  able  to  embrace  those  aroutxl  us 
When  we  live  in  harmony  with  others  we  have  honored  God 
and  can  therefore  live  in  prtqxr  relationship  with  him.  Out 
of  this  vertical  and  horizontal  dimension^relationship  liv- 
mg  we  can  then  move  ftxwatd  in  service  to  our  community 
^  state.  We  return  to  the  tnith  that  we  have  been  created  in 
God  s  tmage  and  for  the  purpose  of  living  in  relationship 
with  him.  It  is  out  of  this  basic  relationship  that  we  discover 
the  joy  and  fulfillment  of  living  at  all  other  levels. 

Johruon  is  associate  professor  of  Christian  education 
at  Mississippi  College,  Clinton. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  poition  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  momh  to  a  list  of  (Sifts 
of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  iiKlividuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  tMs  sensitive,  meaningful  and  be^ful  medium.  This  feature 
is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  ieq)ect,  those  who 
are  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Mm.XM.Clifn* 

CkvyI 

■ot.  A  Mrm.  Rjm  r.  Whm^ 

Mb.  Ibiby  O. 

Mr.  *  Mn.  BTmIt  WMv 
IW  SMrWy  WUIbiI  Pbi^ 
mtw,  M  Mn.  B.  WliMw 
Mr.  A  Mn.  BaUbw  M.  1  ipiwrti 


Dr.  A  Mr*,  i.  M.  Brock  Jr. 

Mr.  *  Mn.  NorM*  Cmmlj 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Mck  N.  Camriy 
Elw«o4  ft  HrfM  CHM 
Me.  Jaaaic*  Ocnmy 
Mr.  Bd  Scalar 
Mr.  ft  Mr*.  Paced  Cn^ 
Mr.CC.Gnmiyir. 
kh-.jerry  CTMhyft  A— dftci 
Hr.  Randy  Roger* 
kfru  Leon  May  Doreoyart 
Hr*.  ioMi  Ouyton 
Mr«.B.J.DcM 
Mr.  eUic  Wftien 
kft*.  Edith  iHMilfae 
RuthSS,  IttlkrfMt  BC.  JKkaoft 
Mark  ft  Kathy  Edwards 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Retry  E  Atherton 
iecy  A  Bebhr  Fatrhtm 
Mr.  A  Mr«-  ^rry  E  AthetCpn 
Brett  Farmer 

Mr  AMn.  O.  D.  Partner  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rod  Flttlngar 
Mt.  A  Mr*.  Brio  McCwty 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Harvey  nowert 
Mn  foyce  C. 

Shdia  Flurry 
Mr*.  Barbara Cwei 
Mr.  A  Mi^  PhN  Fred. « Uk««i 
Mr.  A  Mn  Briu  McCaity 
Mr.  Mark  Oary 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Neal  Bcrryhill 
Rev.  Tommy  tHlteo  and  Family 
Mr.  ft  Mr*.  M.  E  Dtve* 

Mr.  Joe  Clrcco  ft  .Anwicrclt 
Aasodelea 
Mr.  Randy  Roger* 

Mro  EfHe  Jcoa  Oreno 
Aduh  LadWs  Ml.  Mount  Horidi. 
Rogue  Chine 


HwtBigtfatrMiHi.l^ce 
MsrilyoUftd 
Do*cmSS,fPClAftefBi 
Mr.T— 1,1  lykAi  ft  Awifielas 
kft.RoadyBogme 
Mre.  Marge  Loaf 
BYKOTA  St.  IPCMkoi 
Bee.  ft  Mrs.  AoMor  LiftM 
HiUOypce*  Sc.  A  I  k  .Oiwda 
Aaaoc. 

Mr*.  Onwe  LPy 
Otece  Lilly  SS,  nC  Holly  Syctog* 
Ms.  Breode  MareiBa 
Dr.  ft  Mb.  I.M.  Block  A. 

Jody  ood  Buddy  llftkia 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Nvry  B.  Adwrion 
LeeMcAlcuaderlr 
Mr.  ft  Mr*.  HeeSar  Towiwcud 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  MyH  McCermlck 
Mr  A  Mr*.  Amo*  MoCeimkk 
EdMcDeMd 
Mr.  Curti*  Carter 
Mr.  Ron  McMr  ft  Artedetes 
Mr.  Randy  Royci 
Mr.  ft  Mre.  CWI«  H.  Mdteo  Jr 
Ms.  Macdu  ^m««a* 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Weodal  Matefc 
Mr.  ft  Mr*.  Iom  Dkkewco 
Mr.  Gloe  MIBer  ft  Aamlate* 

Mr.  Randy  Rofcr* 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thoome  MMk 
R.'heri  ft  Sally  SmMi 
Mr.  Herbert  Mergeo 
Adide  I SS.  WtlcfOiC.  New  Aftcoy 
Break*  Meea 
Mrs.  lean  S.  Moe* 

Mrs.  Jeckye  Murrey 
Dr.  ft  Mb.  J.  M.  Brock  Ir. 

Mrs.  Foggy  Myott 
Loyeky  Cleea.  IPC,  Hrtbeabueg 


l>r.  FTsnk  Guau  ft  PBC  SUfr 
loe  ft  Helen  Lyow* 

Uooft  KmouHMt 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jeaa  Dfakkiaeo 
Mrs.L«eHafoy 
HaoDony  SS.  fPC  McConA 
DtoMHall 

Dofca*  SS.  nC  StrtkeiUe 
Jckiiny  and  Conule  BoBMrk 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  JoeB.  Hartley 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Pr^  HMcy 
Mr.  ft  Mb.  leae  Dlrkeurw 
Mrs.MlaMeB.tedw 
Mr.  ft  Mb.  Arte  Dte 
Mis.  Motile  Lee  Bwdlo 
Mr.  ft  Mb.  Doedao  J.  Beunte 
Jloaay  ft  Suomi  Hmdy 
Dc.ftMi*.J.M.BfockA. 
Mr.ftMrs.CdcBHwE«- 
Mr*.  Andrew  B.  Poam  P 
Mr.  A  Hart  ft  teck  8My  FareeauMl 
Mr.  Randy  Rogin 
PU  Dtxan^Horr^ 

Mr*.  Marilyn  Haieey.  9uo* 
ft  Amber 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Chartw  te«M^ 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Parry  E  Afterton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rekmrt  teMUd 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Arnea  McCennick 
Ma.  Kerri  Hahddd 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Aiuoa  MciToiinirk 
Mr.ft  Mrs. BM Hanlon 
Hmk  ft  Becky  PWUoa 
Mr.ft  Mfs.Frod  Wiiimii  ii 
Mr.ftMn.B.ETayl« 

Mrs.  Bertks  H*ndmn 
lft*.MByJw*aftsoo 
MMiClirtrtlsiPte 
Mr.  ft  Mr*.  AiftwC  Sb^ 
Mrs.ABmrtniBitwp 
hft.  ft  te  lekn  L.  teMway 
TkegHucel 


DEC.  1,1994- 
DEC.  31, 1994 

’  HONORS 


C  A  G  Produce,  Inc. 

Mr.  Randy  Roger* 

Erther  Sunday  Scbeel  Cl*ss 
Mn.  Peggy  B.  Bom 
Members  of  PlMstewu  BC,  Slarkvilk 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Leon  Claric 
Staff  of  FBC,  Wlaone 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  M.  E  Devee 
RcV.  Gory  Admns  ft  Phodly 
Mn.  Dknple  W.  Cos 
Mr.  Kefth  Atexandcr 
Engeftiecd  Coeporabon 
James  F.Anm 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jamee  E  Clark 
Mr.  sod  Mrs.  W.  C.  Arandrte 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Joe  B.  Hndey 
Mr.  Larry  AsweB 
EngcRiaid  Corporation 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  Aliaerton 
Mn.  Virginia  H.  Afteiton 
Mr.  Parry  E.  Atherton 
Employee*,  Atherton  Coosulting 
Ergioeehng 

Mr*,  ^^rglnle  Atherton 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Perry  E  Atherton 
Mr.and  Mrs.  Prtmk  Bnlley 
Mi**  Chrirtioe  HolKe 
Ms.  Maude  Barney 
M*.  ChrirtiD*  Cbckediam 
Tommy  ft  Beeerly  Bam 
Mr.ftMB.NadBerryhiU 
Mr.ft  Mra.AIBenlan 
Mn.TheknaBradfcrd 
Linda  ft  CMya  McdflloA 
te.  ft  Mrs.  C.  U  Bskmd 
PmfMe  B^tfatCWch 
Jema  Bouatnnd 
Dokw  SS,  nc 
l*m.MMrmS*m,4 
M>.  *  Mn.  lefea  L.  HoUowqr 
ImTttBatt 
Mn.  Bntn.  Ofi 


Mn.  Kaiy  M[7«n 
Mn.C.  F.  HolKn^iwonfa 

WiiiiMyrhfc 

M.IM.Ln.U 

K>WINmc> 

Mt.  AMn.  Nny E.  Alfanmmi 

FmM  A  PnmAj  Nmmanj 

Mn.  Oitigii  CoUuBi  Copaiff 

MnSnA.  Hnriagwn 
Mr.AlAm.AMiOwmm 
Th.  ShM.,  WUnd  Fn^ 

Ji— ■  mmd  O— >»  Onmam 
Mt.AIA..Ln>0«nu 
Mn.BMAmFMM 
Mi.  A  lAm  Onifi.  T.  Pknth 
l*m.anAFmiith 
DonnSS,  nC  Ahiidm- 
kA.AlAm.OIArtara 
Mt.BiM)rFinn 

Sfcm.  WHma  F.  Fmmr  A  Fa^ 
MiAMn  ALPmim 
Brjma  tashv 
Mn.MmdmJ.nalinr 
CmrANAIFraaMr 
Mn.Mini>J.Frnlnt 
OMtFtmSiy 

Mi:  A  SAm.  Fnry  E.  AdwfMn 

WcMFranM 
Dam.  SS,  nC.  SbwkviU. 

IcMamFiAaa 


Me.  A  Mn.  JaA  Mofri. 


DA.  A  UnMHBBI 
Mn.lMyAXBtynm 
tA.  A  IA&  Olaa  Kajtan 

MnySXIVCOiil^ 


Mn.  AAy  G.  Holliii,.wo.tfa 

MEMOJRIALS 

Bkuthar  af  AMa  Barvett 
Bo*ku  Beplirt  Qsoeb 
Brelhar  af  Mas  Trtglalt 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  WaHle^  McMmeky 
Mather  at  Ida  Man  Ptdgea 
ABa  Faye  Ffta  SS.  Pnorin  BC 
PerHi  of  Hank  ft  BacfcyFeeMt 
kft.  ft  Mn.  H«Biy  PeoWa*  ft. 

Ifta  P.  M.  E  Self  Pa^ 
MmyPimiSS.PBCMnki 
BmP.AMSr 
Mn.  Robbia  Abel 
Mr.lftamae  J.  Aberualhy 
Mr.  AMn.  J  wining*  Diaon 
Mr.  DewlU  Adeacfc 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Arth  Godfrey  ft  Fnoily 
Sftaale  Ahwworth 
kft.  ft  Mn.  W.  W.  Wanon 


Janice  Baptist  Church  representatives  Elizabeth  Wil¬ 
son  (left),  and  Maria  Morrow  (right)  display  can  goods 
with  quarters  attached  to  the  top,  their  church  donated  to 
The  Baptist  Children’s  Village. 


Mr.  AMn.  Ahoo Taylor 

SMoa  ABen 

Mr.ShHbyB.  WoeiooJr., 

JsiMO  Laeey  ADIaan 

Mn.  fkmk  Wtlhara*  Jr. 

JaoaAllaiyar 
Mr.ftMn.J.V.P«kerft. 
Mr.BMAndefs 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jobo  O.  HarnghiU 
Mr.P.B.Aadar* 
kft.  ft  Mn.  Jetai  O.  Heo^ftiD 


teABeaS.PHIlipe 

Mi.ftMn.W.A.1hea« 

RBBa  C.  Awdeeuao 
hft.ftMn.PiadPowon 


MsftMn.DmW.; 


MsftMB.TlBMey 

teBddftAmaM 

LMHaSS,LoteBC;a 

lfr.B.E(te)A^M 

ift.ftMn.M.EDave* 


Sue  KIttrell  (left)  and  Loyce  Bell  (right)  from  Calvary 
Baptist  Church,  New  Augusta,  display  cans  and  quar¬ 
ters  their  church  donated. 

Quarters  from  the  376  cans  donated  by  the  two  churches 
totaled  $94.00.' 


lA  A  Mn.  Hmy  C  QmAa  A. 


Mkm.JaMaAiAk  lA  A  Mn.  J.  V.  P^n  A. 

Mt.AMn.aM.SnnA(  SAmiBoiAnA 

kAm.lA>ySMIA  kA..l.,MHnd^ 

Ma‘.MaAUp.HOnniwaodBC  lAmkFimAi  (FmapClarii  ■mrWw 
MwmAMA  lA.  A  Mn.  Jmy  L.  Bnfan 

MtAMn.FnnrXAAnMB  MA.MAI.anm 

»Am.HAl*Mmln  !  |A..CM(Kay.m 

BYKOTA  SS,nCM)oii  '  M..  AA  M.  SnmU 

Mr.  BA  AM  .  Mn.  N(g,  Hunnr 


Mr.  A  Mn.  DimM  X  RatMn 
Mr.  DnuM  MaMax  Bwr 
Mr.  JcA<  M.  Lny 
.  Mr.J.  ABnimll  A 

Mt.  A  Mn  BcM,  Cillnpi. 
lA.  nd  Mn.  Hnry  ONmI  A. 
Mn.MaMBnTni 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Oudu  CnniA 
-  Mr.  A  Mn.  Thomn  CnniA 
Mn.CH.CnnA> 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Dnnpny  Nmnun 
Rot.J.D.  Bamm 
Ann,  Ud.U  A  Will  KiiA 
Mfm.B«n. 

Mi.  A  Mn.  Dm  W.  SoMnHaM  A. 
Mrm  MamA  AJIom  Borkham 
Mr.  A  Mn.  David  Canon  Foam 
JatnOraTBaU 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Dajd.  Nnl 
LantaXBoU 

Mr.  A  Mn.  K.yinand  Evm 
Cla,  Ba^)Biain 
kA.  A  Mn.  Anl  1.  Hall 
Haarj  Claj  Bnijaadn 
Mr.  AMn.Buddy  Wa^ 
LaaWWBni; 

Mr.  A  Mn  Low  Dufaa 


Mi.AMimlaMDicUnaoB  ‘ 
Mim.J.ASAmiM 
Smdint  Clnr,  FBC  Wut  l>a<« 

Mr.  A  Mrm.  Rmal,  Sykn 
Mr.  A  Mr.  Faery  E.  AdMm 
Mr.AMfm.J.C.TaUty 
Mr.  A  Mr.  Rabrn  1,  Bnni  ^ 
Mr.Jahn  W.TaytarA 
Cluaaary  Clack  OfBco  Su/f,  .  4  ' 
Holy  Sprintr 

JudaaaA.TMtF<n)r  >  .‘T 

Me.  A  Mr.  InuM  F.  Stnrnno  IQ  •  « 
DaraOiy  (Dal)  Tbanaa 
Mn.  Radi  Hjanilm 
Dam.  SS,  FBC,  AarkvtU. 

Uoa  A  CAarSa 'lAaona 
Mr.  A  Mr.  W.  A.  Thacnn 
Mim.  Darla  Tbanna 
Tin  adifay  WBInd  Pmdiy 
Mai  Jaoda  TArdfoS 
Mr.  A  Mr.  Goar,.  T.  Fitidi 
kb.  Dattla  TIBioaa 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Naal  Bnryliill 
Laa  Tamrnd  IQ 
Mr.  A  kir.  HacrorTonnnnd 


Rev.  &  Mrs.  Norman  (Mayme)  Crochet,  Ch  Id  Care 
Workers  on  our  India  Nunnery  Campus,  recently  received 
their  5-year  service  pin.  Norman  and  Mayme  currently 
care  for  girls  in  extended  care.  They  have,  however,  min¬ 
istered  in  numerous  areas  of  Th6  Baptist  Children’s  Vil¬ 
lage  ministry. 


kA.  A  kfc.  Hanot  Tovinnnd 


Mr.  R.  W.  BUck 
Mr*.  Brym  D.  S0fuig*> 

Mr.  ft  Mr*.  OiarW*  A.  Wmitw 
Mr*.  MoBgt  Black 
Mr.  ft  kft*.  RabMt  Bkcfc  Jr 
EW.  Black 


Mr*  Dofotiy  M  Twy 
Mr.  aaJ  Hru.  W.  C.  Rl*ckwrtd*r 
Mt.  ft  Mf*  M.  E  D*vw« 

Mr*.  Clrtu*  BlackwrtJ 
Rufti  SS,  FBC,  Ti^lo 
Mr*.  Aim*  Blaeklnfvhly 


Mr  ft  Mr*  D«i  Sauthcftml 
Mr.  Oiarlm  BUw 
Mn  A4*  M  Sutw'*ll 

(to  b«  continued) 


THREE  EVANGELICAL  SCHOLARS  ACCEPT  COMMEN- 
I  ARY  WRITING  ASSIGNMENTS:  NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Three 
_  evangelical  scholars  have  accepted  writing  assignments  for  The  New 
American  Commentary  published  by  Broa^an  &  Holman  Publisheis,  a 
division  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  acccMxling  to  Charles  A.  Wil¬ 
son,  B&H  publisher.  Douglas  Stuart,  professor  of  Old  Testament  at  Gor- 
don-Conwell  Seminary,  Si^th  Hamilton,  Mass.,  will  write  the  commen¬ 
tary  on  Exodus.  He  replaces  the  late  T.V.  Fanis,  a  professor  at  Mid-Amer¬ 
ica  Seminary,  Memphis,  who  died  in  1993.  Stuart  is  best  known  for  his 
„  work  on  methods  of  biblical  interpretation,  Wilson  said.  He  has  written 
How  to  Read  the  Bible  for  All  It’s  Worth  and  Old  Testament  Exegesis. 
David  M.  Howard  Jr.,  associate  professor  of  Old  Testarnent  and  Semitic 
languages  at  Trinity  Evangelical  Divinity  School,  Deerfield,  III.,  will  write 
the  volume  on  Joshua,  replacing  Steven  Wyrick  whose  manuscript  was 
withdrawn  by  mutual  agreement  between  Wyrick  and  Broadman  &  Hol¬ 
man.  Howard  has  written  An  Introduction  to  Old  Testament  History 
Books  aikl  .s<.'rve.s  as  hook  review  editor  of  The  Journal  of  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  rheological  SiK-iety.  He  alsOihas  served  as  a  visiting  professor  at 
Southern  Seminary,  Loursville.  Ky.  David  M.  Garland,  Ernest  and  Mil- 
dreil  Hog;in  professor  of  New  Testament  mterpreiation  at  Southern  Semi¬ 
nary.  Louisville,  Ky.,  will  write  the  volume  on  2  Corinthians.  He  replaces 
Rich;ml  L;uk1  who  switched  to  wnting  the  volume  on  1,  2,  3  John  when 
JiX‘l  Gregory,  former  pastor  of  First  Church,  Dallas,  resigned.  Larxl,  exec¬ 
utive  director  of  tlie  Cliristian  Life  Commission,  will  co-author  the  volume 
with  Daniel  Akin,  assistant  professor  of  Christian  theology  at  Southeastern 
Seminary,  Wake  Forest,  N.C.  • 

STATE  HISTORIANS  PROTEST  PLAN  TO  NIX  HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION:  FORT  WORTH  (ABP)  —  A  group  of  Southern  Baptist 
historians  is  protesting^e  plan  to  eliminate  the  Historical  Commission, 
saying  the  move  would  hurt  the  study  of  history  among  Baptists.  The  His- 
loriral  Commission,  based  in  Nashville,  is  slated  to  be  eliminated  in  a 
inas.sive  downsizing  and  restructuring  approved  by  the  Executive  Commit- 
ti  c  Feb.  21 .  Fifteen  state  Baptist  historical  directors  from  II  states  signed 
a  statement  released  March  1  objecting  to  parts  of  the  plan,  which  will 
lake  two  years  to  enact  and  will  reduce  the  number  of  SBC  agencies  from 
1st  to  12.  Lynn  May,  executive  director  of  the  commission,  is  the  only 
^agency  head  to  protest  the  reorganization,  dre^ed  by  a  blue-ribbon  Pro¬ 
gram  and  Structure  Study  C(mmineem.ThigpUuuwhich  would  eliminate  the 
commission  and  distribute  some  of  its  duties  to  other  agencies,  would  not 
give  historical  studies  their  proper  priority  in  Baptist  life.  May  said. 

MEDICAL  MISSIONS  NEEDS  ON  FMB’S  CRITICAL  LIST: 
RICHMOND  (BP)  —  Medical  missionaries  are  needed  more  than  ever, 
but  fewer  health  care  professionals  are  making  it  to  fields  of  overseas  ser¬ 
vice.  Requests  for  medical  professionals  on  Southern  Btqitist  foreign  mis¬ 
sion  fields  hit  a  l()-year  hi^  of  72  this  year  —  the  third  year  of  (hamati- 
cally  hjglicr  reque.sts  and  twice  the  numbdr  of  1992.  But  only  eight  med- 
ivai  mis.sionanes  went  overseas  in  1994,  barely  one-tenth  the  number 
‘quested  Throe  went  m  1993  in  re.sponse  to  65  requests.  “So  few  medical 
indidaii..,  arc  in  proce.ss  that  if  things  don’t  pick  up,  we’ll  have  critical 
■;.-t,»ls  unmet.’’  said  Jim  Riddell,  associate  director  ofihe  Foreign  Mission 
■Vi  ird’s  Personnel  Selection  Department.  “Christian  health  care  profes¬ 
sionals  c;ui  he  in  places  where  we  never  could  get  an  evangelist,"  said  Van 
iTiiun.s,  a  ptiy.sician  who  directs  the  FMB’s  Missionary  Health  Depart¬ 
ment.  “They  not  only  enjoy  the  satisfaction  of  caring  for  hutting  people 
when  others  don’t,  but  Imowing  their  witness  to  God’s  love  —  in  word 
:ind  deed  —  may  be  the  only  one  many  will  ever  hear.”  (See  photo  on 
page  6). 

VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED  FOR  CROSSOVER  ATLANTA: 
■\TLANTA  (BP)  —  With  Crossover  Atlanta  three  months  away,  organizers 
are  praying  for  I, (XX)  out-of-town  volunteers  and  1,000  people  to  make 
'professions  of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  Crossover  is  the  evangelism  emphasis 
;.rt—eding  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting.  Last  year,  811 
Dt-iiplc  made  professions  of  faith  during  Crossover  activities.  Volunteers 
I  r  needed  to  help  with  block  parties,  street  evangelism,  and  door-to-door 
■nessins.  said  Don  Smith,  associate  director  of  evangelism  for  the  Bap- 
■  C(o:  ‘linn  of  Georgia.  To  participate,  contact  the  Evangelism 
parimcnt  of  the  Baptist  Convention  of  Georgia,  2930  Flowers  Road 
^  nah.  .Atlanta.  GA  30341 -55h2  or  (404)  936-5233. 


RTVC  R'  PORTS  RESPONSE  TO  COUNSELING  MINISTRY: 
RT  WORTH  —  A  report  released  by  the  Radio  and  Television  Com- 
livMOti  (RTVC)  states  that  more  than  27,000  individuals  (513  from  Mis- 
sippi)  contacted  the  RTVC’s  counseling  ministry  during  1994  inquiring 
‘  '*ut  spi'  mI  help.  Thnnigh  its  radio  arxl  television  ministries,  the  RTVC 
<claii  the  goi^l  to  an  estimated  223  million  people.  Teleptrone  coun- 
ing  Is  Ifered  during  three  television  programs  air^  on  ACTS  (Ameri- 
tn  Christian  Television  System)  and  FamUyNet.  Viewers  are  invited  to 
cull  a  toll- tree  number  for  niiritual  guidance.  In  addition,  correspondence 
counseling  is  offered  on  five  radio  programs  produced  by  the  RTVC 
icluding  Powerline,  MasterControl,  On  Track,  The  B)lptist  Hour^iand 
t.ountry  Crossroads.  The  Commission  maintains  a  permanent  staff  of 
uiroe  corre.spondcnce  counselors  who  receive  and  answer  an  average  of 
4.'n  letters  a  month.  • 


Annuity  Board  relief  program  helped 
by  increase  in  gifts  over  three  years 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  Retirement  Despite  the  1994  figures,  lO-year  sons  receiving  benefits  on  Dec.  31. 

and  relief  benefits  paid  by  the  average  returns  for  the  thiw  Annu-  In  the  past  year,  3,885  new  benefits 

Annuity  Board  of  the  Southern  ity  Board  funds  are  8.87%  fcM^  the  were  established.  The  average  age 

Baptist  Convention  rose  18%  in  Fixed  Fund,  10.57%  for  the  Bal-  of  3,096  retirees  wdS  64.  There 

19W,  to  $166  million.  The  future  anced  Fund,  and  12.04%  for  the  were  94  people  retiring  on  disability 

of  the  board’s  .relief  ministry  was  Variable  Fund.  (average  age  of  53)  and  683  sur- 

enhanced  by  gifts  and  commit-  Annuity  Board  President  Paul  vivor  benefits  were  established, 
ments  that  totaled  $8,824,473  over  W.  Powell  presented  his  annual  Twelve  new  education  benefits 
the  last  three  years.  report  and  told  trustees  of  ongoing  were  established  for  surviving  chil- 

Those  were  among  the  reports  conversations  with  the  Executive  dren. 
given  to  the  agency’s  trustees  during  Committee  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Relief  benefits  of  $1,097,550 
their  Feb.  27-28  meeting  in  Dallas.  Convention.  He  reported  the  Exec-  were  paid  to  502  individuals  or 

Harold  D.  Richardson,  the  utive  Committee  recommendation  couples  in  1994,  with  mo.st  of  the 

board’s  treasurer,  showed  graphs  to  the  Convention  that  the  Annuity  money  going  to  retired  ministers  or 

that  demonstrated  steady  growth  in  .  Board  be  granted  a  3%  increase  in  their  widows  who  receive  no  annu- 

enrollments,  contributions,  and  its  Cooperative  Program  allocation  al  benefit.  Another  1,497  people 

benefits  paid.  Contributions  to  par-  for  the  1995-96  fisc^  year.  were  receiving  an  extra  $5()  every 

ticipanls’  accounts  reached  $238.5  Powell  said  the  expected  month,  paid  from  the  board’s 

million.  Total  assets  remained  $1)077,994  would  be  supplemented  Adopt  An  Annuitant  program.  This 

essentially  flat  for  the  past  year  at  by  $100,000  from  earnings  on  the  program  paid  out  a  total  of 

$4,402  billion  due  to  financial  mar-  board !,S  Retired  Ministers  Support  $874,645  during  the  year, 
kets  that  suffered  losses  in  both  Fund.  The  latter  fund  is  raised  by  The  relief  committee  of  the 
stodts  and  bonds.  the  board’s  endowment  department  board  considered  37  new  relief 

Annualized  earnings  for  the  to  supplement  inadequate  or  non-  requests.  Trustees  approved  22 

board’s  three  investment  funds  existent  retirement  benefits  of  min-  two-year  monthly  grants,  one 

were  5.72%  for  the  Fixed  Fund,  a  isters  and  their  widows.  eight-month  monthly  grant,  four 

loss  of  0.98%  for  the  Variable  All  Cooperative  Program  funds  two-year  expense  grants,  and  a  sin- 
Fiind,  and  a  loss  of  2.51%  for  the  from  the  Southern  B^tist  Conven-  gle  one-time  grant.  Ten  requests 
Balanced  Futxl.  tion  received  by  the  Annuity  Board  were  declined  for  being  outside 

In  his  report  to  trastees,  John  R.  are  ^nt  in  reUef  ministry  ,  and  all  guidelines.  A  one-time  emergency 
Jones,  who  heads  the  board’s  operating  expense  of  the  board  is  grant  of  $2,000  was  p:ud  to  a  flo<Hl 
investment  program,  said  1994  was  paid  fi-om  earnings  on  assets.  victim  in  Georgia, 

the  firsktime  in  20  years  when  both  Also  in  his  rqxirt,  Powell  noted  The  next  meeting  of  the  Annu- 
the  bond  and  stock  markets  ended  retirement  benefits  paid  totaled  ity  Board  trustees  will  be  July  31- 
in  a  negative  earnings  position.  $164.38  million,  with  25,948  per-  Aug.  1  in  Colorado  Spnngs,  Colo. 


Trinity  Church,  Transformed  Life 
begin  new  j^iiTicoiiinseling  ministry 


Jim  Butler,  pastor  of-Trinity 
Church,  Southaven,  and  Danny 
Ketchum,  director  of  Christian 
Education  for  Transformed  Life 
Treatment  Center  of  Eastwood 
Hospital  in  Memphis,  have 
announced  the  beginning  of  a 
joint  counseUng  ministry. 

The  purpose  of  this  joint  min¬ 
istry  is  to  provide  the  people  of 
DeSoto  County  access  to  distinc¬ 
tively  Christian  professional 
counseling  and  mental  health  ser¬ 
vices.  * 

“Many  churches  have  pastoral 
counseling,  but  no  church  to  our 
knowledge  provides  professional, 
medical,  mental  health  counseling 
from  a  Christian  perspective,” 
said  Butler  of  the  ministry. 
“Many  Christians  who  need  help 
with  marital  problems,  family 
issues,  depression,  anxiety,  or 
serious  mental  issues  are  reluctant 


to  go  to  counseling." 

The  concept  of  a  joint  ministry 
between  Trinity  Church  and 
Transformed  Life  grew  out  of  a 
series  of  meetings  between  Butler 
and  Ketchum.  Ketchum  heard 
Butler  talking  about  the  needs  of 
people  and  the  shortage  of  Christ¬ 
ian  counselors  in  DeSoto  County. 
He  initiated  the  idea  of  combining 
the  resources  of  the  hospital  and 
church.  After  months  of  prayer 
and  planning,  the  ministry  cele¬ 
brated  its  grand  opening  at  Trinity 
Church  on  March  10. 

Eastwood  Hospital  has  offered 
treatment  in  the  field  of  mental 
health  and  counseling  for  many 
years.  Melvin  Levitch,  medical 
director  for  Transformed  Life,  is  a 
psychiatrist,  Christian,  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  Bellevue  Qiurch,  Cordova 
(a  suburb  of  Memphis). 

Levitch’s  professional  staff  al 


Transformed  Life  are  also  evan¬ 
gelical  Christians.  Greg  Hughes, 
Transformed  Life  unit  director, 
gives  leadership  to  the  inpatient 
program.  Tonia  Long,  outpatient 
therapi.st,  will  be  located  at  Trinity 
Church  for  those  who  need  outpa¬ 
tient  counseling. 

Lee  Simpson,  CEO  of  East- 
wood  Hospital,  supports  this  joint 
ministry  as  an  effort  to  expand  the 
services  of  the  hospital  and  bring 
needed  counseling  help  to  the 
people  of  DeSoto  County. 

For  more  information  about 
this  counseling  ministry  call 
Austin  Moore,  assistant  pastor  at 
Trinity  Church,  (601)  .M9-3333. 
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GWSC  EBOSYFFX:  EBSYL-XRXF 
This  week's  clue:  Y  equals  T. 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise' your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 
James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  througjiout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer 
to  last  week's  puzzle;  Luke  Two:  Forty-Nine. 
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